In 1972 an artist from Melbourne named Neil Simpson visited Darwin and became involved in the struggle for land rights for Larrakia people and other groups camped on vacant Crown land around Darwin. As well as joining the protests of the Gwalwa Daraniki Movement, Neil sketched an 8-page Aboriginal History of Australia which was photocopied and distributed amongst Aboriginal people in Darwin. A slightly revised version of Neil Simpson’s illustrated history of Aboriginal Australia was later reprinted by Cheryl Buchanan of the Australian Union of Students. Neil based his history on the book, Simply Human Beings by E. G. Docker (Jacaranda Press, Sydney, 1964), which was one of the first publications to re-interpret Australia history from an Aboriginal viewpoint, as it was understood at the time. Neil later drew an illustrated ‘How to Vote’ booklet for the highly significant December 1972 election. Neil’s sketches are reproduced on this website because of their historical significance to the struggle for land rights in Australia. 
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