Tensions rise at full jail.
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Prison guards have been forced to house maximum security prisoners in lower security cells to cope with overcrowding at a Darwin jail.

NT Prison Officer Association president Phil Tilbrook said it was not an “ideal situation” but it did happen rarely. “We've done it in the past,” he said.

The call came as Darwin Correctional Centre, in Berrimah, housed a record 687 prisoners last weekend – nearly 100 people above capacity. Particularly, the maximum and medium security blocks have reached their limits. Mr Tilbrook said numbers were rising and could reach 800 by the end of this year. A new $300 million jail at Holtz, 25km south of Darwin, is due for completion in 2014. The new facility will deliver better education and rehabilitation programs to decrease reoffenders.

NT Corrections Minister spokesperson Edwin Edlund said the Government made no apology for being tough on crime.

“With more police and tougher laws, there are a record number of prisoners in jail,” he said.

“The Berrimah prison is outdated, beyond upgrade and does not have the infrastructure or capacity needed to deliver the rehabilitation and education programs needed – that's why we're building a new facility.”

Mr Tilbrook said 12 inmates were sometimes put up in a single 30sqm dormitory at Berrimah. “And this includes one toilet and one basin.” 

He said tension among inmates was increasing and it was likely to see more assaults, escape attempts and riots inside the jail.

The officers on the ground are doing a tremendous job,” he said. 

“But at the moment we're just stemming the flow and it's only a matter of time until the flow turns into a gush.”

Your say
“IS THIS MORE OF INDEGENOUS DISADVANTAGE, THE ONLY DISADVANTAGE IS THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES, SICK OF BEING BLAMED FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT NOTHING BUT MORE HANDOUTS. TAKE SOME RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOURSELF AND DON'T PUT GROOG DOWN YOUR THROATS.” 

Glen

[Note: The Northern Territory lives off handouts from the federal government meant to alleviate Indigenous disadvantage that are instead diverted into wasteful luxury projects to serve voters in the Darwin area and a swelling public service. BD]
