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Dear Sir

Some decades ago the actions of a merry band of ‘long grass’ men and women changed the map of Darwin forever. Not just any long grassers, but a coalition of traditional owners from Darwin and surrounding districts. The memorial they left behind is the magnificent 300 hectare example of urban bush land known as Kulaluk which lines Dick Ward Drive between Coconut Grove and Ludmilla Creek and extends along the beach top Nightcliff. Before the Kulaluk lease was granted in 1979, I was required to draft a future land use plan. Ever since, there have been a series of ad hoc developments and proposals, sponsored by businesses and bureaucrats, the last being a since-failed prawn farm excavated in the mangroves that are used by Aboriginal people for hunting and gathering and picnicking, as was envisaged in my plans. By 2006 the prawn farm has morphed into a crab farm, with devastating social and environmental effects. Aparently the ponds which failed to breed prawns are suitable for crabs. What next? Where does the ‘Shared Responsibility’ lie for the succession of financial disasters, betrayals of ideals, and alienation of land that was claimed by the Larrakia founders of the Gwalwa Daraniki Association?
Yours sincerely

Bill Day

