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TIN MOSQUES AND GHANTOWNS

from the men dlustered around the narghile, gossiping, boasting and arguing, or
sitting and squatting around the big outside fire watching the musicians and the
occasional dancer perform in the firelight. As noted (Surah 1V:34), obedience
was a religious requirement of women and lack of compliance on the women's
parts could result in harsh penalties. Also, traditionally it was accepted that an
Afghan husband had full and exclusive rights over his wife,45 |t was his right to
demand obedience and his right to discipline his wife to secure this obedience.
An Afghan’s masculinity and virility, of such importance to him, could be

further tended to frighten some Aborigianl and European women, regardless of
its somewhat repressive psychological effect. Ghantown wives consequently

husband, some Ghantown wives would resort to visiting a doctor in secret if
they or their children were ill, and to hiding their medicines.46 Agnes Khan, the
wife of the Marree mullah, Assim Khan, like many of the other women

epidemic which claimed one of her children, and almost her own life. She was
eventually taken to the Port Augusta hospital by the townspeople of Marree
while her husband was away hawking.47

Mohamet Allum, the ex-cameleer and later Adelaide herbalist of some
fame, refused to allow his young wife smallpox inoculations before the family
visited Afghanistan. His wife contracted smallpox and died there.

Among the Afghan men, disputes and revenge murders nearly always

generally were regarded as being towards the bottom end of the order, with
most other nationalities considering themselves superior.

The Case of Annie Dost: A Puchtunwali Murder

Dost Mohammed, given the title ‘Ameer’ (or Prince), was born in India in about
1870 and came to Australia at the age of twenty-one to work with camels. His
father, from Baluchistan, was a very wealthy man. He owned Important govern-
ment buildings in Karachi, and several restaurants. The Dost family lived in
splendour in a huge house (described as 2 ‘castle’) set in large grounds with
Inany servants, some 20 miles from Karachi in the village of New Khumbarwara
(now a suburb of Karachi).

The stocky and strong Dost had an adventurous spirit, for although he had
wealth, comfort and starus in his native land, he chose to board one of the ships
loaded with camels bound for Australia. Perhaps he already knew Faiz Mahomet,
who had several times travelled between Australia and Karachi, and his tales of
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the excitement of the Coolgardie gold-fields enticed Dost. From his arrival on
the gold-fields until his death, Dost Mohammed worked closely with Faiz,

The young Dost Mohammed developed a camel carrying business at
Coolgardie, and became a2 champion wrestler on the gold-fields. In 1894 the
twenty-three-year-old quick-tempered yet popular Afghan met Annie Charlotte
Graubner, the seventeen-year-old daughter of German immigrants who had
recently started a small business at Coolgardie. Annie, the youngest of her
family, wanted to marry Dost but her family recoiled in horror at her marrying a
‘coloured Afghan’. One night the couple eloped, and on camelback they headed
for the northern gold-fields, chased by Annie’s brothers when they found their

The two brothers saw themselves as superior to the Afghans, for not only
was their sister married to the came] owner but they were German, not Afghan.
It did not suit them to be treated the same way as the Afghans, and after they
had returned to Port Hedland with loading and Dost Mohammad insisted, as he
always did, that the drivers load the next consignment immediately on to the

The powerful Dost had broken one of the brothers’ arms as he tried forcibly
to evict them during the fight in the kitchen, and the brothers crept back that
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Annie, and she, caught in an emotional and psychological dilemma, defended
her brothers. The Graubners were released.

With Dost Mohammed now buried, his wife Annie, against advice from
her family, left Australia with her children for Karachi. She claimed she wanted
to collect her eldest son, Mustapha, who was then living at the Dost family
‘castle’, but she also wanted to claim the inheritance of her husband’s share of

The ‘Australian Afghans’ knew that Annie knew the facts of her husband’s
murder and yet she had not implicated her brothers. Instead she had assisted
and allowed them to go free. Under Puchtunwali she, therefore, must die to
balance the scales of justice, to avenge the honour of her husband, his children

and her husband’s family.

noise of the struggle the children, including the youngest son, Ameer, rushed to
their mother’s room to find her dead and covered with blood. It was a night-
marish experience, one that coloured and tragically controlled Ameer’s life
thenceforth. 48

The murderers were caught, easily identified as one had a finger missing,
and Annie’s young daughter had recognized them. They were tried and hanged
in Karachi. The children were shipped back to Australia and placed in orphan-
ages in Perth. Their only relatives, the Graubner family, refused to have anything
to do with these foreign-looking children. On several occasions a man, Raham
Shara, was sent from the Dost family in India to collect the children from the
orphanages and take them back to'the “castle’, but neither the wary authorities
nor the terrified children would comply. The eldest son, Mustapha, had Stayed
in India when the others were shipped to Australia and Ameer always suspected
him of conspiracy in the murder. At one time he too paid a visit to the Perth
orphanages, attempting to persuade the other children to return, but with no
success. Dost Mohammed’s wealthy estate was passed to Mustapha and the links
were severed with the Australian side of the family.4
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Annie Dost, murdered wife of the wealthy
COLLECTION OF AMEER DOST (SON OF DOST MOHAM
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camel owner Dost Mohammed of Port Hedland.

MED)
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