
It  is  on  public  record  in  transcripts  of  a  murder  case  and in  newspaper  reports  that  while  Helen 

Secretary was President of the Kulaluk leaseholders (the Gwalwa Daraniki Association) from August 

1991 to August 1995 her non-Aboriginal drug-addicted spouse would ‘come to the [Kulaluk] office and 

advise [the President] about things.' If she disagreed with him, the President said, ‘when I went home I 

used to get a flogging.' Not long after this deal was signed with Vysrose (now Citiland), on November 

22nd, 1994, the GDA President shot her partner in the back while he was asleep because she she said she 

was afraid of his violent threats (NT News May 12, 1998, p.3, ‘Abuse made her shoot husband’). The 

point  is,  the GDA constitution could allow criminal  elements to  run the Association which makes 

decisions about the future of Aboriginal land. And with a vote of 'a minimum of five' members (of 

which a majority must be Aboriginal, and including their spouses), it is conceivable that criminal gangs 

could take over the lease and further change a constitution designed for a darts club, not a body holding 

301 hectares of land in the City of Darwin.


