
Johnny Fejo Kulaluk  Larrakia Bobby Secretary Patrilineal succession 

Johnny Fejo, grandson of Larrakia elder, Garamanak, was adopted according to Larrakia custom by 
Smiler Fejo upon the death of Johnny's mother, Flora, who was Smiler's cousin.

Johnny's father was recorded as Nipper Rankin, also father of Richard Rankin, who was the son of 
Johnny's mother's sister. Nipper later married Larrakia woman, Josephine Rankin, mother of Gwen 
Rankin of Bagot community.

Note: This newspaper article (NT News, Jan 27 1972) says that “Leader of the Larrakia, Mr Bobby 
Secretary said Mr Fejo had been chosen to go to the conference because he would be the next to lead 
the tribe” (because Bobby Secretary had no children, this male to male line of succession was also 
according to Larrakia custom). Sadly, Johnny passed away in 1979.
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