SAVE THE KULALUK LEASE AS A CULTURAL,
EDUCATIONAL AND HERITAGE WILDERNESS
PARK!
WORLD WAR II ARMY FORT THREATENED BY A
CAVEAT GRANTED OVER A PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

Above: One of two maps attached to the caveat signed by Michelle Nelson and Helen Secretary of the
Gwalwa Daraniki Association and Even Lynne of Gwelo Investments Pty Ltd.

World War II defences in Darwin included concrete gun emplacements on beaches from the city to Buffalo
Creek. Over the years most of these concrete forts have been demolished. The best preserved fort remains
hidden in the mangroves on the narrow beach extending from Nightcliff to Ludmilla Creek. The beach is a
declared public right-of-way through a lease granted to Aboriginal people in 1979. It runs between monsoon
forest and mangroves where tides recede almost a kilometre twice a day. WWII soldiers’ names can still be
seen scratched into the internal walls of the bunker. In 2009 the leaseholders signed a caveat over the beach
and forests enabling Gwelo Investments to plan for a marina and canal housing estate on the lease. The deal
between the leaseholders and Gwelo Investments raises questions concerning how it is possible to have a
caveat over a public right-of-way, not to mention the signing away of land original granted as a Special
Purpose Lease for Larrakia and associated Aboriginal people in Darwin.
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Left: Aerial photo of the public right-of-way beach and Ludmilla Creek ecosystem. Right: the Fort
on the beach down from Totem Road.

Left: A caveat has been granted to Gwelo Investments to develop a marina on the lease granted to
Aborigines in 1979. Right: Stella Simmering filming inside the fort in 2009.

Left: Bill Day looks out from the fort in 2010. Right: David Keighran plays in the fort in 1983.

Left: Kim Day and Mark Day on the fort in 1979. Right; Bill Day looks over the bay from the top
of the fort in 1983.

Above: A page from a special issue of the newsletter BUNJI, “A Walk Through Kulaluk” (March
1978).

