Dear Sir
Thank you Sunday Territorian for the revealing story about the fatal house fire in the Kulaluk community (“House fire victim Tim Thurtell returns to Darwin to rebuild life”, 28 February 2016). Mr Thurtell survived the fire with shocking injuries but lost his partner and little brother. In the article he asks, “Why am I here, and why aren’t they?”

Our family also ask the same question, because our mother was one of those who died in the fire (“Third body in burnt out house,” NT News, 3 November 2014). Over a year later we are still waiting for explanations. 

Our mother was not a nobody, she was widely known and respected in the Northern Territory, with nine loving adult children and twenty-two grandchildren. Her funeral was held in her country at Sandy Bore, out from Alice Springs, but all we have received from the police are three badly charred rings. Until the Sunday Territorian article, we have been unable to learn more details of the tragic circumstances that claimed her life.

The published photographs of the fire suggest that the house was very substandard for suburban Darwin. How did it burn so fiercely that three people were trapped? Until our family hear otherwise, it seems to us that Aboriginal lives are dispensable in Darwin. Finally, Mr Thurtell's statement, “I would rather be at home relaxing in my own castle, and drinking beer” is insensitive and adds to the pain of losing our mother.

Yours sincerely
Karina Pope

Helen Pope

Contact numbers: 

Helen Pope 0475427209
