Early 1900s - Due to the spread of settlement in Western Australia and the corresponding loss of land and traditional food sources Aboriginal people sought sustenance near major towns, invariably living in poor conditions that lacked basic sanitation and housing. For racial and health reasons, local businesses and residents strongly objected to the Aboriginal camps. There was also concern and possibly embarrassment at the visibility of children of mixed relationships amongst the Aboriginal population.
As a result, in keeping with a policy of segregation, in 1905 the Aborigines Act, was passed by the WA Parliament. The Act created a Chief Protector of Aborigines who was the legal guardian of all Aboriginal children under 16. Towns and large areas were classified as ‘Prohibited areas’ where Aboriginal people could not enter without authorisation. Section 12 of the Act allowed for forced relocation of Aboriginal people and marriages required approval from the Chief Protector.
Government funding to religious missions was slashed and ultimately phased out. Settlements such as Moore River Native Settlement would become the new method of confining and controlling of Aboriginal people.
1905 - Aborigines Act passed. Section 12 states: “The Minister may cause any aboriginal to be removed to and kept within the boundaries of a reserve, or to be removed from one reserve or district to another reserve or district, and kept therein. Any aboriginal who shall refuse to be so removed to or kept within such reserve or district shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.”

May 1915 - Augustus Octavius “A.O.” Neville appointed the Chief Protector of Aborigines. November 1915 - A O Neville suggests to Colonial Secretary Underwood that a settlement be established, “...similar to that at Carrolup ... somewhere in the Midland District.” Neville eventually chose a site known as “palm flats” near Moora, considered “an old meeting ground for the tribes.”
2 November, 1917 - About 9,600 acres proclaimed as a Reserve for Aborigines.

25 March, 1918 - Ernest C Mitchell was appointed first Superintendent at Moore River. A Kimberley couple, Ranjal and Maude from Derby are the first people registered as inmates. 

1918 - 22 people removed from the Perth suburbs of Guildford under Section 12 of the Aborigines Act. A police memo reports “...the number of natives on attached list are about all that should in my opinion be removed to the Settlement at Moore River. There are still others at Lockridge but they are in fairly regular work ...” 

31 July 1918 - The Chief Protector of Aborigines expresses concern about the intended removal of Guildford and Moora Aboriginal people to Moore River Settlement, writing, “The Guildford natives, however, have adopted a somewhat hostile attitude, as I expected they would.”
October 1920 – Appointment of a sewing mistress, and arrival of girls from Dulhi Gunyah Orphanage. Working on an average of three hours a day, the older girls (aged 13 to 20), by 1920 were producing 7,500 garments per year. 

December 1920 – A O Neville writes: “I feel the [Moore River] district is suitable for the extensive cultivation of pine trees...” 
February 1921 – Ernest C Mitchell appointed Superintendent at Carrolup. Major John Campbell becomes Superintendent of Moore River, with his wife as matron. Campbell was killed in a motor accident in 1923.
1921 - Perimeter fence and gaol known as “The Boob” established with a floor of white sand with “barely a glean of light through it.” Inmates were punished and housed for as long as 14 days at a time. Two elderly women allowed to spend Christmas with families at Moora and refused to return to Moore River. One of the women said she would rather be dead than returned; however, Section 13 warrants were issued and the two women were returned under police escort (Haebich, page 193).
5 April 1921 – Reports of  “about fifty down with measles”. 
16 September 1921 – A visiting doctor finds “both the settlement and the camp including one white nurse, down with Influenza.” The doctor reported three deaths and attended 107 cases, noting “some of these cases were very serious and six remain in a critical condition...”

June 1922 – Cabinet approves plans to close Carrolup. Ernest Mitchell later described the action as “a stupid piece of cruelty ... the misguided action of amateurs, in the name of economy”. Twenty-four girls break out but are rounded up and told the move to Moore River was “only temporary”. 
30 June 1922 – The Swan Express reports: “Yesterday the curiosity of residents of Midland Junction was raised when 110 aborigines were marched from the railway station to the Midland Railway Coy’s reserve. It transpired that they were being transferred from the Great Southern districts to the Moore River settlement. Their ages ranged from seven weeks to 70 years...”
A O Neville later writes: “A sad chapter in the history of native welfare in the South-West began, from which there has been no real recovery.”(West Australian, 6 December, 1952).
April 1923 – Moore River Football Club formed with the first match between teams North and South to be played on 8 April. A newspaper reports, “The boys are very keen on football, but unfortunately they only have one ball, and with such a crowd it has to do quite a lot of work. The girls play hockey. The balls and sticks are made from any material the bush offers.” (Moora Herald and Midland Districts Advocate, 27 April, 1923).

9 February 1923 - The Moora Herald reports that customary burial ceremonies were followed that included rituals as tree burials. 

1923 - Formal rules introduced by Superintendent Aldrich prohibited any familiarity between inmates and staff. Staff members were forbidden to discuss the Settlement with outsiders - anyone who did so faced instant dismissal.

15 July 1923 – 31 cases of measles convalescing.
4 March 1924 – John T Brodie appointed Superintendent

21 February 1926 – Sunday Times reports, “Children bathed once a week otherwise bathed daily in the River. 104 children here now with two teachers. Three Aboriginal assistants police the camp...”

7 November 1926 – Superintendent Brodie given one month’s notice after Neville receives a report that Brodie had “tarred and feathered” a 19 year old, apparently for stealing a packet of cigarettes. In a memo, Neville adds, “the sooner [Brodie] is out of the place the better.”
Brodie replies on the same day, citing “a recurrence of war troubles”. Mrs Brodie also resigns as matron.

1927 – Arthur J Neal Superintendent with his wife as matron. They remained until 1939.
24 June 1927 – Moore River Reserve increased to about 11,756 acres.

9 March 1928 – A deputation of West Australian Aborigines meet with Premier Collier in Perth. The men condemn conditions at Moore River Settlement, describing Neville as one of “the worst enemies” of Aboriginal people. Although discredited by Neville and shelved by Collier, the deputation set a powerful precedent for Aboriginal protest.

27 October 1928 –in an interview A O Neville says he has had a hundred cast-iron crosses set in concrete and placed at the head of each grave in the Moore Rive cemetery.

29 November 1929 – The Midland Advertiser reports on the opening of the new hospital at Moore River by WA Premier Collier. The hospital “was not only for those at the settlement, but for the natives throughout the Midlands districts.” The newspaper adds that a recent epidemic of influenza caused “as many as 150 cases” with only two deaths.  Two hundred acres cleared and cropped and ten acres of pine trees planted recently. 

29 June 1930 - A sixty-year-old inmate, Peter Jackson, reported to be “armed with a rifle and ammunition” escapes from the settlement with his seven children, one son aged 21 years.

31 July 1930 - The Daily News reports on the capture of the family and the sentencing of Peter Jackson and his son. . Jackson received 5 months in Fremantle Prison and his son one month. The father claimed his children did not get enough food or clothes at the reserve. The family had first been arrested at Kellerberrin. After breaking out of the lock-up, they were recaptured at Pinjarra on 26 July. The newspaper reported that the children were returned to Moore River.
June 1931 - Department’s Annual report notes that thirty young women sent out to work had been returned pregnant to white men. 

August 1931 – After being removed from their families at Jigalong, three girls, Molly, Daisy and Gracie, escape from Moore River. Two of the girls successfully walk 2414 km back to Jigalong. The events are described in a book Follow the Rabbit Proof Fence by Molly Craig’s daughter Doris Pilkington Garimara, published in 1996. In 2002, a major film titled “Rabbit Proof Fence” was released, based on the girls’ escape.
29 December 1931 – The Protector of Aborigines at Jigalong wrote to Neville, “The half-castes Molly and Daisy are back in this locality now and seem none the worse for their most wonderful ‘trek’. I expect they did walk in record time considering they had to most of the time provide their own food.” (Note: Gracie was captured at Wiluna and returned to Moore Rive Settlement. Molly remained at Balfour Downs Station until November 1940 when she was transported under section 13 to Moore River. Molly again absconded on 1 January 1941.
9 January, 1933. Warrants covering the removal of 90 Aboriginal residents of Northam signed. Section 12 Warrants state: “To the Commissioner of Police and all Police Officers within the Sate of Western Australia. WHEREAS it is deemed expedient by me, the undersigned, the Minister charged with the administration of ‘The Aborigines Act, 1905,’ that [named] Aboriginals be removed from the Northam District to the Moore River Native Settlement Reserve and kept therein: These are therefore to require you to forthwith to arrest and apprehend the said [names] and them to remove from the Northam district, and safely convey within the boundaries of the Moore River Native Settlement Reserve during the Minister’s pleasure. Dated this ninth day of January, 1933.”
10 January 1933 – Deputy Chief Protector of Aborigines to The Commissioner of Police: “I have of this day handled Sergeant Carroll the necessary warrants under Section 12 of the Aborigines Act, for the apprehension and transfer of all of the Northam natives to the Moore River Settlement under Police escort, on Tuesday next, the 17th January.”

10 January, 1933 – Deputy Chief Protector of Aborigines to Midland Railway Company: “...a party of from 80 to 90 natives is to be removed from Northam to Mogumber of Tuesday next by the Albany express at Northam at 7.30 a.m. sergeant Carroll will be in charge of the party, and he has been instructed not to allow the natives to leave the coach during the journey.”
23 January, 1933 – Deputy Chief Commissioner of Aborigines to superintendent, Moore River native Settlement: “I thank you for your memo of the 18th instant in which you advise me of the safe arrival of the train section of the Northam party. I am pleased to hear that you got them home without accident or loss. I heartily congratulate you of the success of your efforts. You appear to have erected a City in a Night, as it were...”

31 January, 1933 – Deputy Chief Protector of Aborigines to Sergeant Carroll, Protector of Aborigines, Northam – “I presume that, except for [two children and one family] the Northam District is now free of natives.”

31 January, 1933 – Sergeant Carroll to Inspector Crowe: “The removal of the natives having been satisfactorily carried out, all that remains to be done is the burning or pulling down of the vacated camps, most of which are constructed of kerosene tins and old iron...”

6 March, 1933 – Plans for new cells. Superintendent Neal notes, “Small cells are required. More than one in a cell at a time is not punishment for the natives. Small cells and one in each will very soon bring them to their bearings.” 

1933 – After Sister Kate’s Children’s Cottage Home was established. The Department began sending “lighter coloured” children from Moore River to be reared at Sister Kate’s while “quarter caste” children from the camps were sent there automatically (Haebich, page 318).
1 October 1934 – Neville to Minister Kitson: “Some comment has been levelled, and not without justification, at the existing method of confining offenders in what is known as the ‘Boob’ at Moore Rive Native Settlement...The existing structure was evidently placed at Moore River by those in charge as a temporary expedient...”

12 March, 1935 - Release of Report of the Royal Commissioner Appointed to Investigate, Report, and Advise upon Matters in Relation to the Condition and Treatment of Aborigines, by H.D. Moseley. 
13 March, 1935 - Under the heading, “Treatment of Blacks – Commissioner’s Report” The West Australian comments, “Particular strong criticism is made concerning the Moore River settlement”, and that Moore River settlement is “a woeful spectacle”. Punishment of inmates by locking them in “the Boob” with little ventilation for up to 14 days was described by Moseley as “barbarous treatment”.
25 July, 1935. Report of “a severe epidemic of sickness” at the Settlement.

June 1936 - A report to Australian Aborigines Amelioration Association claims older girls at Moore River on 20 sewing machines turn out thousands of garments each year for government institutions.

January, 1937 - Superintendent’s reports cites a moderate success on two acres of four acres planted with sunflower seeds.

15 April, 1937 – A letter to Superintendent Neal states: “The Commissioner is anxious to make an effort to plant a large number of pines at Moore River this year, even from 15,000 to 20,000. This should be possible because shortly Perth and the Midlands will be considerably cleaned up of natives and these it is intended to send to you. So you should have a fair amount of native labour available for employment which must be found for them.”

20 May, 1937 – “I note with pleasure that my instructions have been carried out. This provides us with work for the natives which is very necessary, provides an asset for the not too far distant future, and in addition creates a healthful atmosphere in the midst of a huge sand plain...I consider the industry should be prosecuted with all vigour in the next few years for the sake of those who come after us.” A O Neville.

5 May, 1938 - Forest Department to Commissioner: “I have to inform you that it is anticipated that this Department will be able to supply the 15,000 Pinus pinaster plants which you desire at Moore River Native Settlement this season.” 
3 August, 1938 – reports that the Camp strongly condemned by the Moseley Commission has been moved higher up the hill and now lit at night. The kindergarten has been in use since the beginning of the year. The newspaper comments, “Imagine one institution attempting to combine the functions of crèche, orphanage, relief depot, old men’s home, old women’s home, home for discharged prisoners, home for expatriated savages, home for unmarried mothers, home for incurables, lost dog’s home and a school for boys and girls. Yet these are the functions which the department is trying to carry out among about 300 people on a couple of sterile sandhills...Bigger things must be done if one of the most shameful blots in the social life of the State and Australia as a whole is to be removed.”

1939 - Superintendent Neal (1927-1939) resigns; Paget takes over. Compound children begin receiving a monthly parcel of comics, discontinued in 1941 until the end of the war. Scouting troops and Guides established at Moore River. Neville praised “the excellent disciplinary effect of these movements.”
1 January 1941 – Molly Craig again absconds from Moore River and reaches Jigalong with her baby Annabelle, leaving her other daughter Doris behind at the settlement. Three years later Annabelle was removed and sent to Sister Kate’s Children’s Home.
1940 to 1945 – During the war years there were increased employment opportunities for Aboriginal people on local farms.

March 1940 - A O Neville retires and is succeeded by F I Bray. Anna Haebich writes: “Through his regular tours of inspection throughout the state and his personal interference in their lives [Neville] became widely known and recognized by Aborigines. For them ‘Mister Neville’ became the symbol of the system of authoritarianism and control under which they were obliged to live.”
June 1940 - The Native Affairs Annual Report states that “During the year we had an unusual amount of sickness... On account of the heavy sickness amongst the children it was deemed advisable to give them a change, so batches of 30 children were taken to the Dongarra Beach for two weeks at a time... The report lists deaths for the year as 22, “comprised mostly of elderly natives and young babies.”
September 1941 – a piggery started by deputy superintendent Paget became “a profitable sideline.” Less than a quarter of the total farm area was under cultivation. Maushart claims that tomatoes, peas, beans and lettuce grown were reserved for staff.

22 April, 1942 - Police remove 33 unemployed Aboriginal people and their families from the Guildford area to Moore River. The Superintendent noted that plenty of hostility was encountered. One woman, when called to get ready, “attacked one of the police with a burning piece of log, threw a billy of hot water at him, kicked him several times, then picking up a shovel cleared all and sundry, eventually she was calmed down, and after about 3 hours [police] managed to get all the natives on to the truck.”

1942 - Annual Report of the Commissioner of Native Affairs, 30 June, 1942, states that eighty-six warrants were issued during the year under Section 12 of the Act “for the removal of 156 natives from districts to Settlements, Stations or institutions.”
1943 to 1947 - Ten superintendents appointed between Paget (1939-1943) and Webb (1943 -).

22 February, 1943 - Describing the health situation at the settlement as “desperate”, Commissioner of Native Affairs F I Bray said there are 350 people at the settlement, with 22 bed patients and 50 outpatients. A nurse and four female attendants were wanted urgently.
7 March 1944 - A Perth family was threatened with a warrant for their removal to Moore River, “if they do not leave for the country soon.” The father stated, “He had no intention of leaving for the country and would rather go to jail and serve his time than go.”
April, 1947 – F I Bray retires as Commissioner of Native Affairs.

September 1947 - Superintendent Webb re-establishes the outings begun by Sister Eileen ten years previously. Forty children were taken to the Moora Show with spending money of two shillings each.

1948 - Thirty-one children taken to the circus at Moora. Finances for these outings were taken from a Child Endowment Fund established in 1941.
July 1948 – F E A Bateman’s Report on a Survey of Native Affairs is tabled with findings similar to the Moseley Royal Commission. Bateman states that the gaol at two o'clock in the afternoon was almost pitch black. “Even a cursory inspection of Moore River will convince anyone that the outlook from an institutional viewpoint is absolutely hopeless.”
August 1948 - Stanley G Middleton appointed Commissioner for Native Affairs. In keeping with the new government policy of assimilation, Middleton then closed Moore River Settlement. Adult inmates were left to fend for themselves, girls were sent to Roelands and Wandering Missions, and boys were sent to Carrolup Education Centre. 
1949 - The school at Moore River closed and school-age children transferred to other missions according to their religious denomination.

August, 1951 – Service of Inauguration of the Mogumber Methodist Mission at Wesley Church in Perth, and introduction of Rev e A Clarke as Superintendent of the Mission. 

1955 – Junior and Senior School re-established with 59 enrolled in total.

1972 – Reserve 16833 and Reserve 17702 was vested under the new Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act (AAPA). The land was vested with the Aborginal Lands Trust in 1973 with a board of 8 Aboriginal people.
1974 – Moore River was closed as a Mission and became Mogumber Training Centre administered by the Uniting Church.

1990 – The Aboriginal Lands Trust grants a 99-year lease to the Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation.

18 August 1951 MRNS was handed over 'in toto' by the Department of Native Affairs to the Methodist Overseas Mission
et


