Mindil beach. about the time of white setilement

By Mike Fordham

~THE CURIOUS 5AGA OF THE
MINDIL BEACH SKELETONS
ROLLS ON.

This time the stage for the fina!
‘post mortem is {he Darwin Coroner's
Court. :

Since June 77, when Darwin -
police collected skeltal remains of the
lirst four of 10 bodies, extensive
forensic work has been carried out
by the Institute of Medical and
Veterinary Science in Adelaide.

In two reports this institute
indicated that death by drowing was
the probable cause of death and
bodies were those of Indonesian
natives.

Tony Jones, aforensic pathologist
attached to the NT Polite Department
concluded his investigations with the
opinion that the skeletons were of
UAsian origin'’. Yel it is common
khowledge that the Federal Pacific
Hotel casino site was a common
burial ground for Larrakia, Wagaidj
and Tiwi people.

MNow the Aboriginal Sacred Sites
Protection Authority has forced
to seek recognition of the-site as an
aboriginal burial ground by way of a
Coroners inquest. ;

One of the tirst Darwin residents to
show any concern over the proposed
casing site in 1977 was Ningle
Haritos

¥

As a small boy he had observed
Larrakia burials and Tiwi, Pukamani
burial ceremonies ai Mindil Baach

He recalls the Pakaman: Cergmony
ividiy in which the chie! mourner -
the most immediate ralative of the
lacaased-was unable to louch -'I'_'H:l{]
ruring the-carving of the Pokamani
poles and was 1ad by lellow
1ribhagman

NMingle Haritos s explantion for
the Mindil Beach skelions 1o be
owvered with cofrugated irgn during
the 20 8 ceremonies thal he withessed
is quitlesimpla “They used 1o do

was exlremely poor

that to stop goannas gating the
decomposed bodies."

This is also confirmed by Leo
Hickey who saw many burial
ceremonies himself.

Bobby Secretary, Val McGuinness, ’
Margaret Rivers, Bessie Robinson,
Christa Rodeeric and Tiwin elders at
Bathurst Island have all given
tesimonies to the Aboriginal sacred
Sites Protection Authority. Margaret
Rivers has named 10 relatives buried
al Mindil Beach.

The most famous of the Tiwi who
is known to burled at the Casino site
is Turimpi - a powerful man who used
to swim and walk to Darwin from
Bathurst to Darwin at low tide.

He is reputed to have died by
literally having been '‘firghtened to
death’’ at the sight of a motor car in
Darwin in 1921,

The Tiwi people have offered to
erect a Pukamani pole on the site
telling the story of Turimpi as a
memaorial to all aborigines buried
at Mindil Beach. :

Forensic tests to date attrubuting
the skeletons to non-aboriginal and
possiblylndonesian origin have been
based on ““lack of attrition™ in the
teeth
This simply means that teeth did not
have the characteristics shown in a
normal North Australian aborigine
living a tribal life and fiving o
natural food |

[
1118 considered that the bodies
tecovered so far are most likely ol
people who were forced 1o live inthe '

Karhlin compound if they wished 1o
live 1n the Darwin area and their diet K G You N'
. L ]
Up until 1939 a curphew was placed 25y FTY. 11D
on these people. They could nol leave i en
the compound after sunset - and on :

one day a week were permitied ig
altend the movies.

- Turimpi. a Tiwi hero
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Mindil beach, about the time of white settlement

By Mike Fordham

. THE CURIOUS SAGA OF THE
MINDIL BEACH SKELETONS
ROLLS ON.

This time the stage for the fina!
“post mortem is the Darwin Coroner's
Court.

Since June 77, when Darwin -
police collecteq skeltal remains of the
first four of 10 Bodies, extensive
forensic work has been carried out
by the Institute of Medical and
Veterinary Science in Adelaide.

In two reporis this institute
indicated that death by drowing was
the probable cause of death and
bodies were those of Indonesian
natives.

Tony Jones, a forensic pathologist
attached to the NT Polite Department
concluded his investigations with the
opinion that the skeletons were of
Asian origin’’, Yet it is common
khowledge that the Federal Pacific
Hotel casino site was a common
burial ground for Larrakja, Wagaid)
and Tiwi people.

Now the Aboriginal Sacred Sites
Protection Authority has forced
10 seek recognition of the-site as an
aboriginal burial ground by way of a

Coroners inquest.

One of the tirst Darwin residents to
show any concern over the proposed
casing site in 1977 was Ningle
Haritos

As a small boy he had ocbserved
Larrakia burials and Tiwi, Pukamani
burial ceremonies st Mindil Beach.

He recalls the Pakamani ceremony
vividly in which the chief mourner -
the most immediate ralative of the
eCpased-was unable o touch Tood
curing the carving of the Pukaman:
poles and was ted by fellow

tribesmen

Ningie Hacitos s explantion for
the  Mindil  Beach  skeilohs o be
Coverad with corrugated iron during
the 20°8 coremonias that he witnessed
s gquite Rimple  They usad 1o do

that to stop goannas gating the
decomposed bodies. '’

This is also confirmed by Leo
Hickey who saw many burial
ceremonies himself.

Bobby Secretary, Val McGuinness,
Margaret Rivers, Bessie Robinson,
Christa Rodeeric and Tiwin elders at
Bathurst Island have all given
tesimonies to the Aboriginal sacred
Sites Protection Authority. Margaret
Rivers has named 10 relatives buried
at Mindil Beach.

The most famous of the Tiwi who
is known to buried at the Casino site
is Turimpi - a powerful man who used
to swim and walk to Darwin from
Bathurst to Darwin at low tide.

He is reputed to have died by
literally having been ''firghtensad to
death’’ at the sight of a motor car in
Darwin in 1921.

The Tiwi people have offered 1o
arect a Pukamani pole on tha site
telling the story of Turimpias a
memarial to all aborigines buried
at Mindil Beach.

Forensic tests to date altrubuting
the skeletons to non-aboriginal and
possiblyindonesian origin have been
tiased on ““lack of attrition” in the
teath
This simply means that teeth did not
have the characteristics shown in a
normal North Australian aborigine
living a tribal life and living o
natural food 1
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Mindil beach: The crane tower it
the left marks the spot where
Aborigines are buried.

IT'S NOT KNOWN WHETHER
FEDERAL PACIFIC HOTELS LTD
WILL ALLOW A PUKAMANI
BURIAL POLE OUTSIDE THE
MINDIL BEACH CASIND AS A
MONUMENT TO ABORIGINES
BURIED UNDERNEATH.

Tiwi people have offered 1o carve
the pole. :

And officials of Federal Pacific
Hotles Ltd are now pondering the
proposal. But the company's
spokesman. Mr John; Hadadad, was
““in transit’’ and not'available when
The Advertiser telephoned his head-
quarters in Melbourne yeslerday.

I. C. WATERS PEPPER & CO.

AN ASNSOW TATE (Of

' L. . HOOKER LIMITED

BEAL FATATE Ad) SEna THASNEERS - VAl UERS
PROPLRIY Masaipms ax N 't

LROL ST ELOOR

THE HoOOKER BUILDING

MITCHELL STREET {1aRWIS
Hov dia: (raRMAN N T €20

VERLES S H it

story of
Mindil Beccis

%« = Joom Flats, Lot 883 Rossiter Street,

To oz oftered under instruction from the vendor
22nd July 1981

In our rooms 47 Mitchell Street.

For inspection Ph 81 8277, A/H Gary Ross 85 4104
Dick Pepper 81 9147 Z

COCONUT GROVE
. RESIDENTIAL LAND
Sive REaL FTaTs NOW AVAILABLE

o IR,  PRIME REAL ESTATE

v This is your opportunity 1o
purchase land in one of
e i . : ] ; Darwin's mos! sought

o " ey - i Jatter focations

. i T * Loming - Residenhial

ESTE MMAN  SThHEET

e e = f£ e

e J
4.

- Wy U LM ity Oy )

; : *Easy ommuling 13 own
" . < e i i vk Dhow Ward Diriver S

L MAWTIN RSN 2 Priced hom $26. 43

\ A WALLY DRAPER
3 OLGA HAVNEN
8145606 B/H 852113 A/M




B
Mindil beach: The crane tower ot
the left marks the spot where
Aborigines are buried,

IT'S NOT KNOWN WHETHER
FEDERAL PACIFIC HOTELSLTD
WILL ALLOW A PUKAMAN!
BURIAL POLE OUTSIDE THE
MINDIL BEACH CASINO AS A
MONUMENT TO ABORIGINES
BURIED UNDERNEATH.

Tiwi people have offered 1o carve
the pole. :

And officials of Federal Pacific
Hotles Lid are now pondering the
proposal. Bul the company's
spokesman, Mr JOhI; Hadadad, was
“in transit’” and nol available when

: T. C. WATERS PEPPER & CO.
: ' L. J. HOOKER LIMITED

RENT CEATATE AGENT S -0 TS ERS = v AL ERY
PROEERTY MANAL LR - s A 4
0y RO S FEOOR
THE HOOKER RUILDING
MITOHELL STREET IDARWIES
Hion did DRWAIN STty
NERLES 34 Atk

Auction

S & . = Soom Flats, Lot B83 Rossiter Street,

To oo ofered under instruction from the vendor
22nd July 1981

In our rooms 47 Mitchell Street.

¥ i P
£ § 5 (P e

For inspection Ph. 81 8277. A/H Gary Ross 85 4104
Dick Pepper 81 9147 ;

TN LI TR

i Vi MAGH B TR |

{ : .. L aming - Hesidental )

The Advertiser telephoned his head-
quarters in:Melbourne yesterday,

The curious
story of

Mindif Besch

COCONUT GROVE
RESIDENTIAL LAND
NOW AVAILABLE

PRIME REAL ESTATE

This is your opportunity 1o

Sive mEaL EsTaTe

PR AL gt

v purchase tand i one ol
Darwin s most sought
Jatteripcations

Oty 1
*Eany cHmmatingg Yo Own

via Dok Ward Diwe
Priced trom $26.000.. $13,000

i HUGH CLIFFORD
. - ; WALLY DRAPER
: OLGA HAVNEN

814666 B/H 852113 A/H




Mindil beach. about the time of white sertlement

By Mike Fordham

THE CURIQUS SAGA OF THE
MINDIL BEACH SKELETONS
ROLLS ON.

This time the stage for the fina!
post mortem is the Darwin Coroner's
Court.

Since June 77, when Darwin
police collected skeltal remains of the
tirst four of 10 bodies, extensive
forensic work has been carried oul
by the Institute of Medical and
Veterinary Science in Adelaide.

In two reports this Institute
indicated that death by drowing was
the probabie cause of death and
bodies were those of Indonesian
natives. :

Tony Jones, a forensic pathologist
attached to the NT Police Department
concluded his investigations with the
apinion that the skeletons were of
‘“Asian origin'’'. Yet It is common
knowledge that the Federal Pacific
Hotel casing site was a common
burial ground for Larrakia, Wagaidj
and Tiwl people.

Now the Abariginal Sacred Sites
Protection Authority has been forced
10 seek recognition of the site as an
abariginal burial ground by way of a
Coroners ingquest, :

One of the first 'Darwin residents to
show any concern gver the proposed
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As a small boy he had observed
Larrakia burials and Tiwl, Pukamani
burial ceremonies at Mindi! Beach.

He recalls the Pakamani ceremony
vividiy in which the chief mournar -
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deceased-was unable to touch food
curing the carving of the Pukaman:
poles and wal led by fellow
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Ningie Harilos s explantion for
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covered with corrugated iron during
the 208 Coremonias thal he wilnessed
s quite simple. "' Thay used 1o do

that to stop goannas eating the
decomposed bodies.”’

This is also confirmed by Leo
Hickey who saw many burial
ceremonies himself.

Bobby Secretary, Val McGuinness,
Margaret Rivers, Bessie Robinson,
Christa Rodeeric and Tiwin elders at
Bathurst Island have all given
1ésimonies to the Aboriginal sacred
Sites Protection Authority. Margaret
Rivers has named 10 relatives buried
at Mindil Beach.

The most famous of the Tiwl who
Is known to buried at the Casino site
is Turimpi - a powerful man who used
to swim and walk to Darwin from
Bathurst to Darwin at low tide.

He is reputed to have died by
literally having been ‘*firghtened to
death’’ at tha sight of a motor car in
Darwin in 1921

The Tiwi people have offered to
erect a Pukamani pole on the site
telling the story of Turimpi as a
memorial to all aborigines buried
at Mindil Beach.

Forensic 1ests to date altrubuting
the skeletons to non-abariginal and
possiblylndonesian origin have been
based on ‘'lack of attrition’’ in the
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Mindil beach: The crane tower :it
the feft marks the spot where
Aborigines are buried.

IT'S NOT KNOWN WHETHER
FEDERAL PACIFIC HOTELSLTD
WILL ALLOW A PUKAMANI
BURIAL POLE OUTSIDE THE
MINDIL BEACH CASINO AS A
MONUMENT TO ABORIGINES
BURIED UNDERNEATH.

Tiwi people have offered to carve
the pole.

And officials of Federal Pacific
Hotles Ltd are now pondering the
proposal. But the company’s
spokesman, Mr John Hadadad, was
““in transit’’ and notavailable when
The Advertiser telephoned his head- |
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