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19 June 2020

The Editor

West Australian

Dear Sir

The naming of Yagan Square in the centre of Perth has been a step towards recognising our violent past. Yagan was proclaimed an outlaw, shot in a most treacherous manner and his head taken as a trophy. The fate of Yagan's father Migegooroo is equally as violent but perhaps less well known. Prior to the death of his son, Midgegooroo was captured and summarily executed by firing squad, where the Perth Deanery building now stands in St Georges Terrace. Historians suggest his remains may lie under the footpath in Pier Street. In the spirit of reconciliation, the time is right to rename our famous thoroughfare of commerce, “Midgegooroo Drive”. This would be balanced by the incongruity of the aforementioned road leading into Victoria Avenue, overseen by the armed statue of Alexander Forrest.

Yours sincerely

Dr William B Day

0472768654
