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BULONG BITS.

(By * Moonraker,")
Profound regret was caused by the
recent tragic death of our late and
respected townsman, C. Grigo,
whose remains were found jn his en-
gine house at the Golden West mime
& property that for some time PﬁlE
had absorbed his attention. The find-
ing of a pannikin containing a few
grawns of cyanide lent color to tne
theory that it was a case of suicide,
It bhas since transpired, however, that
several panniking were kept  in
en;{;l:m:mm,
and som: not, and this has influe
many to the opinion that the dum:::ll
made o fatal error b using the wrong
vessel to obtain Lﬂink. The suicide
theary is discounted to some ex lent
the fnet that Grigo was quite jovial
uh:lr‘ discussing, a few hours prior to
the linding of kis vemanins, his jnten-
tion in connection with the future
working of the mine. Anyway the
post r:urh'm]rwt'nh‘d that his death
was the eesult of cyanide isoming,
while the jury at the inquustpumu:md
an open verdiet. The who
was the owner of considerable house
property in the district, had, o few
Years ago, a very rich elaim on  the
Ellwrmg-hl,.f nﬂ? yielded him  some
1,00z, o . the stone gy ]
over Moz, pac ton. Sl

Although it requires something more
pointed than printers’ ink to pugntru.’lc
the hide of Joseph Davies, manager of
the Queen Margaret, his latest brutally
savage,. dog-in-the-manger action s
certainly worth recording. 1t appears
that a couple of ancients with & shak.
er obtuined a few colors of gokd in the
old alluvial workings on the Queen

t. lense, which induced them to
remutin in the samwe loeality for a few
days. * Holy Joe,” under the impres-
gion that the men had something good
on, instrueted one of his understrap-
pers to brder them off the leass, 7| he
shaker-men,  however, adoptid  the
course of interviewing the “lion in his
den,)" only to be informed by him
that they must recompens: the eom-
pany for any gold they won or elear
off the ground at once. On the men
truthfully replying that they could
g_iw nu_lﬁ.yi‘ng. us they were only goet-
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rive nothing, us they were mzly get-
ting snflicient to buy bremd, they were
Jeremplorily ordered to shift «f the
lense, and diddl so. The brutality of
such treatment is best  evidensud by
the fact that the men had sveraged
under one shilling apieee a day while
on the [ease. As they had obtained
nothing for the previous fortnight,
however, even this was a consid ra-
tion to thom. 1y the way, as “ Huly
doe ™ s w0 keen on eompensation for
thy company what's wrong with kLim
compensating  his  employers for at
least some of the large parcels of gold
thut (on his own positive assertions)
have boen commandeered ginee he has
had charee of the mine ?

After months of mental agitation on
the part of the mayor {R. C., Jones)
apid the dicinterested marionettes who
anticipated personal pecuniary gmin to
reentlt from  its advent, a tentacle,
which iz bring constructed to a point
10 milez 3. W. from here, in the form
of o tram line of the “Octopus” Fire-
wood Co., has Intely reached this
semi-deserted camp, Thanks 1o  the
officiousness of the Mayor, who invar-
iably nssumes far more authority than
hiz tin-pot position entitles him to, the
boss QOctopuz was informed long ago
that they could have a clear course.
for their line anywhere in the vicimity
of the town. ilmﬂ-rthﬂhm, on the
vonstruction party arriving near the
western boundary ol  the town, the
brake was abruptly applied, owing to
some leascholders—who had never been
congillivd in the matter—quite natur-
ally declining to allow the kne to pass
quite close to their shafts and shellow
workin As an attempt at blufi by
the B.O. failed to obtain the desired
result, the Co. nmﬂventunllr t;{!
permission by the Mayor to the
line through the centre of the Muni-
cipality, passing between the hospital
and Couneil Chambers. Soch is the
admiration of Jones for the company
(in foct for anybody with boodle) thas
it is quite possible that he may yot
take the sibility on his own
choulders of courteously requesting the
“Octopus” Monopoly to kindly accept
the blooming town, lock, stock and
barrel as o present. Jooes ought to
be kept on o chain.

| — .

Mining matters show ne sign of im-

provement, indeed, they appear to be
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provement, indeed, tney appear o e
growing worse every week. Tributorz
have taken the place of wages men at
the Unknown, Fred Woodward's pro-
position, a few miles out of the town
while the petirement of the tributors
from the Quern Margarct—the Co. hav-
ing since obtained exemption—has had
the offeet of completely strangling
what little hope remained for an early
revival, In connection with the Un-
known, Woodward has sustained a
heavy financial loss. Although he still
his o few men on the Great Eastern,
there are mot wanting signs that his
pame will shortly go to swell the al-
ready long lst of disappointed holders
of this repestedly resurrected lump of
saltbush.
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