PUBLIC CORROBOREE

Native Embarrassed
DARWIN November 11 [1939].

Five weeks ago 'Bye-and-Bye,' his wife Daisy and his children, Victor and Nancy, set out in their canoe to paddle 80 miles to Darwin to mourn 'Sugarbag.'

They made a lonely little group as they travelled across the area that separates Melville Island from the mainland.

If normal aboriginal custom had been observed they would have been accompanied by all the members of their tribal group – this was a strange thing that 60-year-old 'Bye-and-Bye' was doing.

'Sugarbag' had been his favourite son yet he was bringing only three members of his family to do him honouor in death.

When the mourners arrived at the Darwin native compound, the superintenndent sought the reason for this alteration in custom.

'I no like come this place, bring along my mob,' said 'Bye-and-bye.'

'First time when other fella been die people longa town came out bush, makem us fright. We no more like that one. This dance we makem quiet.'

In plain English the aged native meant that because large numbers of white folk assembled in the bush to watch burial coroborees, the native ceremonies were upset. 'Bye-and Bye' wanted a private funeral, so he avoided advertising the ceremony by bringing only his family. The corroboree was performed secretly, without white onlookers.

