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A WHITE ACTIVIST'S VIS Ok M.  PREVAIIIEG SITUATION IN DerWIk.

1. TRCDUCTIC!: ¢

This Conferencs suould not pass vwitiout a close loow

al uarwim....;. a0t arter g Selentist,Borved by the Japanoese,this
sltiracial city of 6,000 is still a coloay of Ganverra. .

Tre-var Dapwin,alias the hwian~hot-house oi Fort sodiac,
was described frow cxperierce ny Savier -erbert, in his semi-Tactual
book, "Capricornia” which was hailed in 1980 as ' ; challense throwm
in the Tzcc of ¢ 'ation®, .

The 'Challenge' vas race relations in the steaning tropics
so traditionelly black latitudes, that witites did not bring their
women aiid even today most travel south every second year. One third
of the nopulstion, stays lecs then that,

£ir-Conditioning and the aeraplane and a quid te be nmade
while the boow it on, have mesnt that the chellense thatl Derwin was
bein Forced to Tfeced ir Tort Zodiac days, has never been prasped...
The questions ere not ansverod by the sounds of Jock-hauners,

& Jourpalist recently comparcd the Territory with tUiberia;
but dhodesie 19 2 betier couparison, !ike Jnodenia, ve uve otill not
solved the cuestion ol Black roupres sentution, not evon discussed it,
and like ihodosiz, we have oo clechod white . Cowreil, iteching to
declare Independence, _ ‘

I we ask ' Vhut do the Slacks think in Rhodesia ¢ !

Who can answer ¢ If you ask the same question in Darwin, there are no
Black Organisations to answer it.

RACTAT. [ARwONY:

The supposed racial harmony in Darwin, a noteworthy

achievement in Austraslia, is not & long term answer, but an excuse
for doing nothing.

I% could mean that everyone knows their place, or that the
dissatisfied have no leaders, or that Aborigines do not feel secure
enough to speak out. Perhaps there is a fear of creating racial
antagonism.els there a problem of identlty, is white power total,
or is it a lack of issues %

Haybe after all, everyﬁﬁe ig happy and Darwin has the secrét
the world wants to know. ’

Embarrassed, I admit that in this multiracial town, we do
no debate these questions openly. Rather, like a ¥ictorian brothel,
where Sex is never mentioned. I, as a white, can therefore only offer
this Conference, my personal, but con31deredﬁ opinions, which you may
find useful. These views need not necessarily the views held by the
dolegate from the Darrakia Tribe,
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PART ABORTGTINES
50

To we fair,nowhere else in Australia has successfully
accepted part-fborigines into integrated housing and afferred such a
variety of employment opportunities. This HAD to be done beceause,
although they have never said it, the part Aboriginal Comimunity has

t t

Black Fower in nunbers alone.

Fart Turopean is possibly a more appropriate phrase in
Darwin, when we consider the officiazl definition that is never disputed.
It states that ' An Aborigine is a full-blood sborigine and those
persons who live with Aboriginel sociefties and are fully integrated
into those societies.' 1953 was the year the Law decided that part -~
Aborigines could have eguail rights while full Aborigines waited til
1964 . It has never paid to be identified with Aborigines in Darwin,
and certainly not in those 11 years.

Norman Shillingsworth, in Cespricornia, grew up believing

1 1

himself part-Jdavenese wuntil exposed as The Son ef a Capricornian Gin !

The 'half-caste® Homes and institutions, with missicnary
zeal, certainly do not encourage a pride in Black ancestr&, while
others blame the crushing obligation to share money with relations for
the split. Whatever the reason, historical,economical,culitural,ocr . . L
simply the opporiuvaism of running with the winning side, there is in
Darwin, very 1little co-operation or even asscciation between black
and brown.

There is not even a move to help their brothers in the
South who still live on reserves. However, there sre no spokesmen and
no issues because, having by silent approval, accepted assimilation
and it's financial favours, they have also accepted an indefinite
white rule. _

The challerige for the Southern Black Activists is

to aet this silent, but large Community te identify with Aboriginal
struggles throughout Ausiralia. Darwin's famous racial harmony will
suffer if they succeed end ithey will be abused for'biting the hand
that feeds them! ' Dut the town melting pot needs a good stir if we

are ever going to get a vital, original and balanced recipe.
BLACKS

To be courtecus, I must firét mention the rightful owners
of' the Darwin area, the Xoclamirikin or Larrakia Tribe. Some of the
survivors of this once thriving salt-water tribe, are now involved
in a land ripghts struggle snd are even battling to be recognised. They
deserve support. '

Why the Tlaprrskia's ?

Pirstly, they have had a bad deasl. Their first white contact

was with a party of surveyors who got straight to work plotting out
City streets. There was no compensation for the displaced tribe,

Secondly, land rights movements at Wattie Creek, Yirrkala
Roper River etec are too remote to involve many Darwin residents. The
Larrakia claim is right in the suburbs.
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One supposes that there would also be some sympathy for an
almost extinct tribe and there are more part Aboriginals in town who
have Larrakiz ancestry than most people realise, Hopefully, they will
get involved eventually.

Thirdly, by.highlighting the plight of the Larralkias who
can claim the whole city but have nothing, it shows the hypocrisy of
the Government which is at the moment, reassuring the other ftribes,
alsc threstened with Urban development, such as at Gove.

Lastly, the Land now held in dispute has proved to be an
ideal location (inthe dry) for meeiings, discusslons and aciivities,
Pecple will come if something is on. Good numbers werse there to "
meet & visiting T.V. crew and to help nake tapes for the historical
Society. It 8 potential for s cenire where Black can meet sympathetic
whites has not been fully explored.

Occasionally visiting journalists, wanting an Aboriginal
story, elso come to the camp,not having time to go to Wattie Creek, or
refused a permit to Bagot. Two television crews and Japanese and
Kussian reyporters have found this convenient.

Bagotl Hegerve

The B7 well grassed zcres of Bagol reserve are home for .
around 400 Avorigines of up to 40 Jdifferent tribes. There is an
elected Council which uwnfortunately permitted a cutback in area from
7280 acres in 1965, so that today the reserve has lost it's salt water
frontage and is surrounded by houses. It has recently been announced
that & shopping centre and meeting rooms will be built on the reserve,
open to the public but employing Aborigines. Bveﬁtually, Bagot will be
Tor permanent residents only and another a rea will be for trensients.

heanwhile there is a case for greater powers to the Council,
a far more active Council, and a move for the Reserve te be handed
over- to the people., Fossible moves are a sit-in in the office, some
kind of confrontation over permits to enter;(i,e, who glves the permits,
the Council or Welfare ¢ ) or meeiihgs in the bush behind the reserve
as I believe Aborigines are not permitied to hold meetings at Bagot
without a Velfare Officer present. An L.B.C. television crew was refused
permission to film on the Reserve, only last December.

wSauatsersy 'pE?;,;

Apart from those Blacks on thé’Welfare#payroll who generally
follow Government thinking, there is a hardier, more independent
group of fluctuating numbers who prefer to cemp at various sites on
vacant land in the greater city area. Without the false sscurily of
@ﬁlfare protection,these people have been the backbone of land rights
demonstrations. Their strength and every Aborigines strength comes from
the common language , structure and bords of the Tribe.

Alcohol
In these self controlisd bush camps in Darwin, there is
usually a lot of grog drunk. Darwin is a thirsty town anyway, with

drunkenness traditionally pert of it's cultural heritage.



4.
Alecohol  cont
Indications are that drinking habits are bedoming more sophisticated
in Ciubs and carpeted, air-conditioned bars, where 'thongs' are not even

ecceptable. The trend will create greater segregation in drinking with
Aborigines confined to the rougher bars -- only choosing those places
because they fsel uncomfortsble in the new bars. They are not welcome
in these bars anyway as a 1968 incident illustrates. The Menager of the
Victoria Hotel publicly denied Aborigines the right to drink in the
Beer garden regardless of dress. & showdown persuaded him to change his
mind, Now, more subtle tactics are used,

Spending

Huge sums are spent by Aborigines coming into town , often
rather green,so that shops, taxis and hotels make good profit from this
habit of rapid spending. One man was confused because he had spent
300 dollars in hotels in a couple of days, yet,the white bouncer threw
him out,

Some car dealers specialise in seliing old trads-ins with
ridiculous prices and no hope of re-registration. These cars either get
sold to Aborigines going down the track —- op are given to the wreckers,
We need a thorough survey on bilack spending in Darwin to back Ffuture
action. We will fing that hotels and stores around which people camp,
like refugees in their own country, have an interest in keeping the
status quo, however herrifying this may be =~ there are murders, bashings,
and blacks being knoclked down by speeding cars —— because an aimless,
broken people will continue to blow their savings,

The white man understands money and as liscencees and store~
owners are often in a position of influence in the bush, there is big
scope to use black spending to put pressure on these businessea Tor
committed support and fair dealing. Boycotts, patronising black
enterprises,(if any) and a black liscenced ciub are some idegs. A -
boycott in some areas would require assistance to bring in supplles from
other stores.

Another, less practical suggesiion I have heard, 4o break
the stganglehold on black finance by the hotels, is for the people of
Arnhem Land to grow Marihuana for their tovm brothers. This would be a
revolution in spending habits and may be stop violence, which in frusti-
ration is almost always, black against black. However, the present laws

make the idea impossible and also it could create new and unforseen
problems. )

THE  LAW . Tt
" Spéaking of the law, the white police of Darwin have a move

real knowledge of the true position of Aborigines than most Welfare
Officers. Police and magistrates must be weary of the regular packed

court on tuesday mornings. Of the usual 40 appearances, 30 will
always be Black. Fines are low, but often go unpaid and the Jjob of
chasing those who don't appear must be tedious. _ /5
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T he Law cont

Keny proscecutions are for being drunk on a reserve(Bagot).
To bring this farce into the open,it would only be necessary
for all Aborigines on drunk charges to plead ‘not guilty'. This would
bring the court system to a standstill, hooked for a year shead.

When you consider that in 1969, offences against good order
in the Yorthern Territcry were 6,897 and in Canberra with itwice the
population there were only 817 such offences, you have an idea of the
gituation.

THE HASS MLDIA
Darwin has few searching inguiries like those on current

affairs T.V. and week-end newspapers in the south. The ledia in Darwin
has to be spoon fed by spokesmen dbut as the Aborigines have no ofificial
spokesmen and don't make much use of letters or pressstatements, their
viewpeint is rarely heard or reguested.

The Northern Territory MNews has stung the Public so often
with sharp editerials on Aboriginal guestions that readers seem to be
immune and unshockably apathetic.

The difficulty in getting a Black view into the media, and
not a watered down version of it, led %o the monthly printing of "Bunji'
a roneod news sheet which is passed around the town, In line with assim -
—ilation policies, the A.B.C. does not have any programne specifically
for Aborigines. An Aboriginal hour Tor Blacks, by Blacks at least once
a week would be recognising the rights of a minority.

ASBIMTLATICH
"Agsgsimilation is a policy which means promotion to a white
way of life after making the grade.?

It leaves the wmase of unassimilated Blacks without educated
leadership., It divides the generations, destroys the trives and weakens
Black uwnity. It is good for ithe churches according to one of our
Christian leaders who said ' A benipn Govermment gives generous
assistance, On the side of the Aborigines, the hard core of Pagahisn
hasg practiceily vanished. The vacuum in the MNative mind which has been
created by the loss of tribal organisation and tribal beliefs is
waiting to be filled with the Gospel.'

WHITES

While the churches try fto £ill vacuwns, most town whites are
remarkably ignorant on Aboriginal issues. However, a newcomer to the
city will be told " Ieave them, they're happy as they are,” " We know
these people, we grew up with them." or “"They'll turn on you one day.”
These comments only feruvner illustrate their ignorance. Usually, thinking
doesn't get far beyond “Send them back to the bush'” —- 8o much for
Assimilation. liven Integration rronives sone ollort by whites.

Iike them or not, it is the Tourist who is most 1likely to be
most interested in thiings Mac's but there aren’t many opportunitiss for

/6

these enthusiasts +~ mneelt Aborigines in Darwin.
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WHTTES cont

To see & Corroboree, they have to take a bhoat trip across
the harbour to a rescrt - restaurant. These same dancers recently
perfformed in a city park to raise money for the Tovmsville cyclone victims-
£ selfless gesture, but rather ironical.c:t il in

Why aren't Black enterprises getting their share of the
Tourist dollars? Because the Social Welfare is afraid of stepping on
the toes of private enterprise. Mesnwhile the Aboriginal image is
exploited &verywhere,from letterheads,to murals in hotel foyers.

An Aboriginal cultural centre for Darwin would serve two
purposes, One, encou%g the Aborigines to preserve their culture and Two
it would be an education for tourists and local whites.

Unions in the North get more credit than they deserve fronm
Blacks who remember the struggle for citizenship. The truth is that the
Unions have deserted the Aboriginal cause... There is no doubt that the
Yirrkala Aborigines would now HAVE land title if they had,from the
beginning,had wholehearted Trade Union support from workers at CGove.

EDUCATION

Xormilda College with 800 students is deservedly well known.
the college is at Berrimah, 9 miles from town and teaches mainly special
courses to hiph school levels. Unfortuhately it is under the Social
Welfare Department which seems to train Yes men. It is urgent that the
college be glven some independence if it is %to educate outspoken young
Black lcaders.

This Conference should attenpt to get Kormilda and new
Colleges opening at Yirrkala and Alice Bprings, removed from Welfare
control. The official pelicies balk at Jean - Taul Sartres guestions

" What then didyou think when you unbound the gag that muted
those Black mouths 7 That they would chant your praises ? i
Did you think that when those heads dhat our Fathers
hgd Torcibly bowed down, were raised agein,you wonld find
adoration in their eyes? "

This should bc the challenge for Darwin —— to be prepvared
to face a truly liberated Black.




£ BRIER ACCOUNT OF THE STAZ&GLE OF THELRARRAKIA AWND
BRINKIN PEOPLE FOR JUSTICE.
The. 500 shong Larrakia tribe was the undis puted owner of iheDarwin
areg before Goyder began his srvey in 1869.
At first the settlers recieved a Triendly welcome and later clashes
were resolved when 'they tamed Miranda, a powerful old man, called him King
Solomon , hung a royal tin plate of false pretences around his neck and . ..o
allowed him to beg with it for tucker and tobacco so long as he kept his
pegople out of mischief.'This tactic , of buying the leaders,is still used
today
Th e Larrakias suffered diseasse and corruption until Sir Baldwin Spencer .
described the remnants as'decadent’ in 1910. However, he did menage to descibe
some of their customs and social organisation in several pages of his book,

Native Tribes of the Horthern Territory.

Cnly about 20 people still use the lenguage today, with as many
again who can understand it. The customs have not besn kept alive,but a few
songs and dances are remembered, and Legends are only vaguely remembered, ;
The tribe is also scattered. However, tribesmen can still give the Larrskia name
to most of Darwin's phisical features €.z, Lee Point is Binburra, 014 fan Hock i
is 'Dariba Wungalinya' and Coconut Grove is Kulaluk.,. I suggest that these
names are reombered above all else because the ties to the disfigured land are
still strong.

4 request for part of Kulaluk ares to be returned to the Larakia
was rejected by kr. Ralph Hunt ,¥inister of the Interior, who wrote, " While
the waterhole was once a ceremonial site, no ceremonies have been conducted
there for many years, and the site has long since lost any special imporiance
that may have been attached to it. The Kulaluk waterhole seems to be iittle
different to other camping areas used by Aborigines around Darwin, and special
meagsures to preserve the area for members of the larakiz Tribe are not
justified by known facts."

The camp at Kulaluk is in the heart of Darwin's Northern
suburbs, behind the Paspalis Drive in theatre, on about & acres of vacant
Crown Land. The area is flat and grassy, rignt against s narrow beach and .. ..
mengrove fringed bay. In the mangroves there are plenty of shellfish, catfish
and swall stingrays which are caught on the tides. Sympathisers sometimes
bring wsllaby or geesec, i

Since the campsign began,the bush on the South side has been
bulidozed for an enroaching sub-division, which has at least brought tap water
within reasonable distence. Permanent underground water supply from shallow
wells, is no longer safe to drink. e

The number of residents of Kulaluk vary from £ to 10, sheltering
from the present wet season in three humpies and a marquee on losn, Bobby
Secretary and his wife, Bessie have lived there For over 6 years amd on week-
ends are usvally joined by visitors.

Up to 30 people associated with the tribe discussed possiﬁle
actions at the original saturday meetings that were held at the camp in kiay
1971, Wine larrakias moved in to give backiag for the proposed claim. lLetters
were written to lical organisations for support, including the thrge main
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© the three main Christian denominations and the Historical Society.lio-
one replied even though the Horthern Territory Wews gave the claim a fair
amont of publicity.Two letters to the Nationgl Tribal Council went unanswers
€d ., Eventually the Historical Society ,» admitting ignorance ,sent a repres-
entative out on two Sunday mornings . He made a report which suggested the
decimation of the tribe eould be due to raids by the neighboring Weoolnas,

Ho mention of introduced diszases ! He went on in an extremely unbiased way,
"Their (the Larrskias) position is not unique . Like many other psople,
the Larrakia's are victims of Darwin's growih. As the town has expanded, arcas

of unoccupied land have dwindled.

I can remember when meny of the old time Bushmen would come
to town and camp in sheds where the suburbs of Fzony Bay and Parsp are today.
As the city expanded, they have moved further out, but T do not see any reason
why the pecple camped at Kulaluk should have to move wntil the time comes for
the land to be developed.,!

That of course is what the strugple is a2l about,....

The Tribe's first protest action was & march on July 9th, the
full 6 miles into the city. It was o good experience, without obvious results.
Then in August, Koolamurinee ( Bobby Secretary) and Horman Barral flew across
the Harbour to Deliasaville setilement to enlist supporters. There was backing
from the few Lgrrakias there but the Wagaits, being on the Deparimental pay - .
roll, wouldn't be in it. ‘

There was success at the Ten-mile on Crown land by Enuckeys
Lagoon where the Brinkins camp. As they were also 'squatters' they pave a
strong pledge of allegiance..These moves were published in the news sheet,
'"Bunji'. The first edition received publicity on the imengural news of
the AB.C. television channel AED6 and in the news paper which headed the
article, 'HEW BLACK FOWER HOVE.' The words PBlack Power seem to have bad assoc-—
iations to most Aborigines, and this hesdline siarted Bunji on the wrong foot.

Viith Brinkin help, the Larrakias then held sit - downs across
Bagot Road on October 4th, Hovember Ist., =ndnoNovember 22nd. The first two
sit—downs caught the police completely by surprise and caused lengthy traffic .
delays in the morning rush hour. The cover map shows the strategic importance
of Bagot Road. Police were ready for the third: demonstration although they
could not stop some members of the tribe Srom sitting on the road. Once again .
no charges were made in an atempt not to alienate the Aborigines.

The flag reising at the court house was held on Bovember 7th
and gained more publicity than the sit-downs.Koolamurinee lead this protest
as he did with the other four., The flag el was r%sed in a brief ceremony
to claim Derwin ,mocking similar ceremonies held by the British,.It is now
flown at Kulaluk and may help unite the people as history has shown the value
of flags.

AN

On December 13th attention was drawn to the apalling condit#o
ions at the 10 Wile when fifty Brinkin were prepared to stop & goods train. e
It was no secret unfortunately and police were able o get the train
through the families lining the track,

These Tamilies are nosily from stations for the wet / o
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_or the wet, camped out of town for the station managers conveniente .ie

" can pick up his men as he needs them . The Whlfare and every traveller along
the Stuart Highwey knews how these landless people live .. w.lLi.lk "X (1
BTao. L The latest move , on December 18th , involved nine men who
signed a letter threatening to cut the Qverland Telegraph Line hetween
UTappakia country and Jauan counbry!.Each of these men were tacken 1o the
police station and guestioned thoroughly. They were warned of the possible
penaliies for interfering with the lines and toid thet threats had bheen made
"to shoot them'-presumably the white back-lash. The camps are now visited
regulerly by the C.I.B. who have been particularly interested 1n this con-
ference. Despite their curiosity , police have so far been courteous and not
wnfriendly. A confrontation is the last thing the Goverment wgnts , as is
shown by their tactics at Wattie Creek .

The Brinkins are a militent group , veterans of the struggle
for citizenship , and jail sentences arc no deterent for them -- however
they are becoming 4is i1llusioned with protests because of the lack of m=oedlis

positive results. They and the Larrgkias are slowly gathering more of their
p cople behind the flag In an underground , but still tenuous,movement
of Black hiberatiom. '

SUMM ARY.

* There are meny shades of Dblack opinioﬁ inp Derwin , Put it is predominately.
consexrvative .
*Earwin has a young population (% wnder 30) with a large community of
uncomnitted part-Aborigines.
* There is no co operation between bleck and brown , no organlzaticns ,
few outspoken leaders .
#* fgsimilation is the official policy .
*The phiase Black power is not popular.
‘ SUGGESTIONS .

% fore power for the Bagot Zouncil and ownership of the reserve. A sit -in
in the office or other confrontation, perhaps over permits . These moves
need popular support to succced.

%A Peoples Centre at Kulaluk .Weckond educational activities. Possible show-
"dswn  if land is required for development .

* Kormilda and other similar provoseé colleges to0 have university-1 ike
putonomy to allow free practice of 2ltcrnatives to CGovernment imposcd.
policies, e

*Black Power or similar condidatc for ﬁext Legislative Bouncil electiaon.
A% least a campvassing of condidates Tor their atitudes to Aborigines snd
the issue of on Aboriginal Y"How To Vote" card for all glectorates.

*Qpganized boyecotts ovand use of black spending as a bargaining device .

* An Aboriginal Hour on A.B.C. radio - other speclal programs .

% A national flag for Black Liberation and continued use of red head bands
These to be used by 211 groups -~ Curindjis , etc.

* Visit o Darwin of partsAboriginal .activist to test mood of the town.

' WILLAM B. DAY.
DARWIR JAMUARY 16th 1972,




