Gwalwa Daraniki Association Kulaluk crab farm (2006) and Kulaluk prawn farm

(1997)

Dr Chris Burns MLA says 15 tonnes of mud crabs a year will generate $235,000 in
the first three years

B Nagas says crab farm is ‘Sustainable economic and social project’
‘Who is to pay for these aquaculture failures in on Aboriginal land?’ asks Bill Day\

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS, DARWIN



raw prawn: -

N Lhe 10808, developers, Ina deal |

with the Kulaluk management,
proposed to excavate the Lu__d_m_llla
Creek mangroves, for ~a’canal
housing estate. = 77 7 i

That mad scheme was stopped
by publlc reaction: The message
gob through that mangroves have
value for Aboriginal people. -~

But developers don't give up)
that easfly. . -7 77

-Now they Have proposed some
thing called “aguaculture ponds’
for the old rice flelds to the west of
Dlck Ward Dve between Toten
Rd and Fitzer Dve, ' ° L

S1gNS oI
ruined life

HE residents of Ludmilla are
right to protest against the
destruction along Nemarluk Dve
in the name of “mosquito eradi-

cation”.

For over a decade these un-
scientific misusers of heavy ma-
been wreaking
havoc in the Kulaluk special pur-
pose lease without being account

chinery have

able for their actions.

I can smell a dead mullet or two
Don't tell me that.people who seg
bush and wetlands’ as wasteland
are really interested in-breeding
fish. Don't come the raw,

For - “aguaculture 'ponds” read
;'excava.higns for canal housing of]

_Whatever happened
; fipact :state:

Time to wake
up, Darwin

THE disastrous aquaculture
projects on the Kulaluk lease
would be farcical under any
name, if it were not for the
environmental damage
being done.

Ten years ago, five huge
ponds were excavated on the
tidal flats beside Ludmilla
Creek for a prawn farm.

When the project predict-
ably failed, instead of the
ponds being rehabilitated as
required, a federal govern-
ment shared responsibility
agreement provided $450,000
for their conversion to a crab
farm, with Aboriginal par-
ticipation through the Com-
munity Development Em-
ployment Projects scheme.

A 2005 media release en-
dorsed by Minister Dr Chris
Burns, said 15 tonnes of mud
crabs a year would generate
around $235,000 in the first
three years.

Now that the crab farm has

failed, where is the account-
ability? Who is responsible
for the taxpayers’ money that
has been washed down the
creek? As an alternative, a
report worthy of the vision of
the founders of the Kulaluk
lease has been prepared for|
the Larrakia Nation Aborig-
inal Corporation setting out a
plan for the future manage-
ment and preservation of the
priceless 30itha of urban
bushland on the Kulaluk
lease. Wake up Darwin and
appreciate this unique oppor-
tunity before it is too late!

Teewme 26,1917 ¢

Marina idea
‘nonsense’ %,

LAST October the EPA held a
symposiwm on Environmental
Impact Assessment.

Guesit speaker Dr Angus.
Morrison-Saunders told us that
the benafit of good laws and
procedures for assessing the
likely environmental impacts of
12w proposals is often hidden.

According to him, this valus
goas unsaen, because the very
existence of adequate laws and
processes discourages ‘‘now
sense proposals” from present-
ing for assessment.

So how does this expert’s
theory reconcile with the pro-
posed Arafura Marina? For
Gwelo's plan o decapitate East
Point and desiroy the man
groves of Ludmilla Creek io
make a canal estate is a non
senge proposal Fever I saw ons

The NT is growing, but to
ensure thal ours is healthy,
planned growth we must
strengthen ouwr capacity for
habital protection.

Justin Tutty, Tiwi

Bill Day, Maylands, wAZ3 7-05 [N

The results have been salt water
[ intrusion, - massive erosion and
disruption of walking trails by
deep drains. )
Signs have now been erected
describing the work as “mosquito
breeding control and rehabili-
tation of disturbed land. A com-
bined project by the Darwin City
Council, Greening Australia and
Territory Health Services™.
The only “greening’ obvious to
replace fhe destruction of nature
trees is the wholesale spread of
coffee bush seeds throughout Ab-
riginal land.
Bill Day
asuarina

act 1s
now fiction

N reference to Bill Day's letter

(Northern Territory News July
19 1997), it would appear Mr Day
has replaced fact with fiction once
again.

Six months ago he claimed that
an aquaculture project planned
for a site on Kulaluk land was in
fact a canal housing development.

Wrong. Now he claims that man-
groves are to be dug up to provide
access. Mr Day should be aware
that the access road through
Kulaluk has been in existence for
many years and no addition or
alterations are planned or sug-
gested.

If he had bothered to ask he
would be aware of this. I would
suggest he spend less time con-
demning Aboriginal and Islander
people trying to pursue sustain-
able economic and social progress
and more time doing something
useful himself, i

Now, if Mr Day has a problem
with Aboriginal development for
community benefit he should say
50 and leave out all the nonsense.

In future, deal with the facts,
don't create fiction.

‘;26 - O?—' 47 B Nagas, Darwin
No place
for prawns

HILE it may be too late to
¥. stop the digging of prawn-
breeding ponds on the Kulaluk
special purpose lease, it is not too
late fo stop the bulldozing of
access roads through the man-
groves. Gradually the lease is
being alienated from its intended
purpose of community use. Abor-
igines who fish, crab and live in
the area will be affected by the
large ponds and access roads. ]
The rationale for digging up .
the tidal flats seems to be that

IT IS good to see magpie
~ geese returning to the old
rice fields, the wetlands to the
west of Dick Ward Dve be-
tween Totem Rd and Fitzer
Dve.

Sadly most of the reeds have
been killed by salt water rush-
ing up the “mosquito eradi-
cation” drains. Most of the
freshwater reeds have been
replaced by grey mud dotted
with mangroves,

Further back, the huge ex-
cavations continue for the fin-
ancial, engineering and envir-
onmental disaster known as
the “prawn ponds”. Original
plans claim the work would be
done in two months. Eight
months later they are still
digging.

B Nagas (Northern Territory
News 26/7/97) promised there
would be no new access roads
into the ponds. So far two
roads have been bulldozed
through the forest.

Where will it end and who is
going to pay?

l6~L2-199F

Bill Day
Ludmilla

HEN
onto

bulldozers moved
the mud flats of

mental, financial and engineer-
ing disaster.
The people who fought hard
for the land had a vision when
they made it a condition of the
lease “that no living native tree
be destroyed”.

If these people were alive they
would be sad to see what is being
done to their country.

Te Edtor

NT NEWS After almost 12 months, the
O excavations are bogged down and
PO Box 130 money is going down the drain. I

can only conclude that the pur-
pose is to send the landowners
into debt so that the banks and
businesses can take over.

When this happens, the land
will be alienated from Aboriginal
people forever.

13-03- 78,

Darwin NT 0801
this is a wasteland. In f[act, the
salipan comes to life after each
spring tide as tiny crabs and
creatures scurry about in the wet
mud. Wading birds feed as the
tide comes in, bringing larger fish
and crabs to feed in the sub-
merged mud.

Using urban land for prawn
breeding ponds is a waste of
resources and is bound to fail.

Bill Day
t Hawthorn, WA




