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Stewart Harris, The Times Correspondent in Canberra, 1957-73, died of meningitis on December 6 aged 71. He was born in Woking [UK] on December 13, 1922.
STEWART HARRIS, who worked for The Times in Australia for 18 years, was a natural liberal. In the course of his work as a correspondent he was inevitably made aware of injustices which he felt cried out or more attention than they were receiving in the Australia of the 1960s and the 1970s

In 1973 he gave up his post with The Times and took up a fellowship from the Australian National University in Canberra, which he used to make a thorough study of Australia’s indigenous population. His findings were to play a part in changing the attitudes of both the Government and the public in Australia to the poorest segment of the population.

William Stewart Harris was educated at Marlborough and Clare College, Cambridge, and served towards the end of the Second World War with the Royal Navy. After the war he worked for a while as a reporter with the Yorkshire Post and as an insurance broker at Lloyd’s before joining The Times in 1950, initially as a sub-editor in what was then called the Special Numbers department.

Eighteen months later he left the paper and went to Australia, where one of his parents had been born. He stayed there for the rest of his life.

As a notable sportsman – he was close to being a first class cricketer, a golfer and a skier – Harris was attracted by the open air life in Australia. He worked on a sheep station, enjoying the companionship and the physical challenge (and incidentally gaining a knowledge of the living conditions of the Aborigines which was to be of use to him later), before going to work as a reporter for the Brisbane Courier Mail and then for the Sydney Morning Herald.

Joining The Times as assistant correspondent in Canberra in 1955, he became correspondent two years later. The post suited him well: he was ideally equipped as a reporter, being observant, critical and possessed of a rare sensitivity to the ideas and feelings of those with whom he came in contact.

The treatment of Australia’s Aboriginal population, raising as it did the issue of racial discrimination, attracted his close attention. So, too, did the anti-apartheid demonstrations which occurred when the South African rugby team toured Australia in 1971. In the course of reporting incidents during the Springboks’ match against South Australia, Harris – who had taken exception to the way in which rugby officials had handled one of the demonstrators was arrested and charged with hindering the police and resisting arrest.

He was acquitted, however, and awarded costs and the episode, together with his own experience of the way the “Abos” lived and were treated, helped to persuade him to leave The Times and to devote his attention to the plight of the Aboriginals. After this, Harris returned to journalism, writing leaders for the Canberra Times. But he was still happiest in the open air, riding skiing or celebrating his 70th birthday by climbing Mount Kosciusko (7,000 feet and walk of ten miles there and back). Through a career which involved many changes of pace and direction, Stewart Harris was sustained over nearly 40 years by a very happy marriage. He is survived by his wife Mary, two sons and two daughters.
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