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C - COPYRI’GHT\ IN THE AUSTRALAN GOVERI'MENT

INTERIM ABORIGINAI, LAND COMMISSICN (N.T,)

RE: AW APPLTCATION BY LARRAKIA AND
ASSOCTIATED ABORIGINES FOR LAND
COMMCNLY IKNOWM AS KULALUK

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

BEFCRE HIS HONCUR MR, JUSTICE WARD

Interim Aboriginal Land Commissioner

AT DARWIN ON MONDAY, 26TH MAY . 1075 AT 10.0% AM,
(Continued from 22.5,75)

MR. H, BRADLEY appeared for Northern Land Council

T™B/1/PP 108 APPEARANCES
Larrakia

26/5/75



HIS HONOUR:  Well in resuming this inquiry, first of all I would

ask Mr., Milson to read a written submission that has been
made by Mr. Day. T am asking him to read this early in
the piece, because I think it is a matter of some )
importance and could possibly resolve some very difficult
issues.

THE ASSOCIATE: "My name is William Bartlett Day., I 1live at 39

T1B/2 /PP
Larrakia

Mclinn Street. I have been working with the Kulaluk
people for four years since April 1971. Amongst the
surviving Larrakias, as amongst all aboriginal people, I
have found resentment that their land was taken without
any agreement, treaty or compensation.

Symbolically the Aboriginals raised a flag
outside the Courthouse on November 7th 1971, Al though
they can claim all Darwin, the Larrakias people always
insisted that they did not want to displace any person
who had settled on Larrakia land. in exception was the
Army, who controlled Goondal, a ceremonial site on Emery
Point, The survivors of Larrakia have been pushed back
into a swampy crastal strip, known to them as Kulaluk,

They have been left in relative peace there,
presumably because no one else wanted this land., At fthe
same time they had a long seasonal association with the
area because of the numerous native fresh water wells,
When even this low lying area began to be sub-divided
- unwisely as we now know - the Aborigines made a stand.

Never in my discussions have the Aborigines
expressed any interest in our having Kulaluk for
financial reasons suc¢h as lease backs, land values etc.
1f this was the case, a more lucrative area would have
been chosen, The boundaries which we drew of Kulaluk
that Judge Woodward deliberately avoided improved areas,
such as Tropicus Nursery, the Drive-In and Birdland,

Mr. Henry Lee's entire agricultural lease was included in
the claln because we knew that the Government was
negotiating to compulsorily acquire that block for town
planning reasons,

We believed that the block might then be sub-
divided, The acquisition of Mr, Lee's so-called
agricultural lease was a decision of town planners before
1t became a definite part of the Kulaluk land claim,

The same reasoning mightbe used to include any areas that
will be acquired because of the surge line, I am against
the extended claim if it is going to delay a decision
because further delays will be further demoralising,

(Continued on page 110)
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- The ciaim as I kinow it is the claim
a“verti ed Ly this court, and I support its acceptance
in full., The claim includes 2 narrow beach and this is
an imgortant feeture. I+4 h@sa natural fOAtpath Joing
dee;y into the area. The Crown has proved to be incapakle
of controlling this foreshore. Fer example, no
prosccutions followed the cutting dewn of nanjroves at

the foot of Jystermon Stroet;

from the Coconut Grove fo rcsh:rf.
acts of illegal dumping and the driving

tne removal of sand dunes
The very numerous

of vehicles

along the beach. The Aborigines would “e in a Lketter
positison te p@lice this ll;bw 1 use of the foreshors.

In four years patrolling the area, I have not seen any
suizlic use _q.c cf this ecach Ly non=acoriginals, It

is not the tyﬁu of beach populzr to the nublie, B 7Y

cut off from the scea by a 50 metre wide Larrier of dense
mangrove forost, Somo pegglc venture across the mud
flats of the khay at low tid g, kut kI de not onvisage the
Akorigines preventing this because of the natural barrier
of mangroves. Therc are al cady leases in r rancis Day
that extend to low tide levels. Lydmilla Crecek is used
2y the public mostly by Loats at hLJh tide. The akorigines
do not pl;n te stop this public use Lut to control it,

They are hetter placed than a Fisheries Inspector to
dtoct illoynl usc of the waters. In removing a mudcerak
frem its hole some peuple 2ic out the hele and thus
erode the hanks, The crals should he rﬂmovcd without
digsing ocut the hole., This way the same hcele can yield
mudcrairs time and time again., How can thc Aiorigines
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MR. WILDERS (continuing): An area of hostel accommcdation for single
male and female Aboriginal workers and students.

Let us now go back to the claim at hand, namely
Xulaluk, = would like to point out to you Your Honour,
that we shall keep in mind that while the circumstances
surrounding each claim may differ, the principles which
are involved in one case will alsc be apvropriate for any
other claim. In assisting to define the area of the claim,
I have, in recent months, spent some time with the Aborig-
inals interested in Kulaluk. I have in addition, both
on my own acccunt and in conjunction with cthers, carried
cut research with regard to the pecple and the claim,

As a resu
the following point
determining this cl

1t of my enquiries I feel able to mke
for Your Honour, to assist in

Departmental records indicate that there are
s approximately 265 full blood Aborigzines who can claim
descendant of the ILarrakias,

115 HONGUR: Is that patrilineal or matrilineal?

MR, WILDERS: Matrilineal and patrilineal, both Your Honour.

L

From my own knowledge however, I am aware that

) there are alsc a number of people of part-coloured descent
f who could be regarded, depending on the tledibility of

the rules, as Iarrakias, In addition to the Larrakia
people, there are other tribes that show an interest in
Larrakia land, including Kulaluk. They include the
Worgal people, whe indeed, seemed it the last nundred years
or so, to have absorbed much of the Larrakia blood and
in addition the Tiwi pecple have close connections with

the land of the larrakias.

People whe have a real interest in the ground of
the claim known as Kulaluk include not only those referred
to in paragraphs 1 and 2 above, but in addition, there are
many people living at Baget, and indeed in the wider
community within Darwin, whe make use of the land being
claimed in this submission, They use it for fishing,
swimmning, and the children use it for rlaying.

The silt people of Bagot mix freely with the
adults of Tarrakia blcod and I believe that occasional
ceremcnies are still held.

The Kulaluk land claim is important to the
Aboriginals, partly because of the grave sites, which are
there, the sites as Your Honour has been — has seen, cover

& fairly extensive area between Totem Road and the Beach,
The Kulaluk land claim is important because.it includes
one o0f thie Taat ramadinine notimanT  camrastaaen Doee ot oo i
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The Larraida Tribe are acknowledge to bhe a salt
water pcople. Tt is on the coast that the Aboriginals

have in the past, and still do, find their sustenance.

N

‘Their culture and beliefs are highly interwoven with the

1 fa fAra~

sea and its inhabitants, While this does not mean that
they never venture inland, I should be suyprised if they
weuld ever be found more than o few days travelling distance
from the sea. The beach area of the claim therefore Your
Honour, is of the utmost importance. The people still
catch fish and shellfish regularly for eating, Their camp
is immediately adjacent to the beach and their lives are
interwoven around it,

Your Honour has heard evidence of the effect that
the surge and any outlines will have on the land claim in
Kulaluk. Perhaps thelr major affect to that policy
surrounding these lines will have is that it will meke the
area largely economically unviable,

(Continued on page 152)

. AL C
| Ly bfcwﬂfﬁ*/7’ ?Z!/\J

l(_,-'”fmj



Co BT A g

e
5 /J,ZWW by Wﬂw ,&Um Q/ay

Maz Woed .
“ Yy s DA o AP W A o g{/?/y
wl 39 e Plnn Aireer . o Aave /Wi/

y oy ik Fhe Hikelit peaple i Zgwb

;z,az/ro ; Aen e M /q-; '
%’/fb&'r 2e2A % ,&W iafw £t

mm/o/é ol / KW Qe?a/ca o M

%m/m%/ W@V{, Hoal oy Lond g sk

79 o Ce Mm-z
W %67 7%5@66767;,& 7
cnofdx/o& *e wwr%zme/ Ppstribian 7
197/ . m?/( u7 sl Al @WW,.
/%/ Wo/ / czé;waya vacaleal Harl
/ oA, /v\x}{ it 7 &cﬂ@éva; @ e 4
//MML/ Mﬂy //wa‘é ,&MZQ o Jo o 290 Z;/—wﬂ/@

'é/yl {9""’5'7’7/6“
% M 527/ 7he M *z,m—«é (/ o A
MZJK /mq/ff(r @ -~ u}azﬁzf z/
/jéf ‘/‘&W"%J—zv 76 THhewn WM //wy
Ane /ge.wv f!%ﬁ? 7elalie /aezz—c,e: 7%%‘& P
WM’;% /&(xﬂf/z’/cde, ~PL A o7 -0(/-(2—14/&‘,(/{ 7/,;%

: / 7he Ay M 7% Lad «
Za—n/;;A Kassecativn il 7R Z ~becrecae
aZ( % FUL 331 e D %&?/{M ~ a ey —toE Y,
a~tar zg‘efchv /ﬁu /Zc MM@{ me 4
sonaaale. s A7 . ./




(>

2“7””- Q%M%é

( MW/M«/
mﬁ@ g )
, m:

@
%/ Cagde o Aﬁdm ArE {M -/

.Mc/mzw

% W /VW M
/LW A—vvc/&odé,(t/ m 726, C{a:/z/m/ Z«aa/m ow&
At~ W& 7l fﬂwﬂq/{ ~drg /
ok e e S A
,{;——Wt—;u ::Z 7eAIIND. e /CZ&W:/
$¢ ac MMM T ,éza Lo Calte il
/@é mﬂg/ém L a- W&z«/ Vo
ANAUrD — AL, L Aecane a M
purt oA fé/é::w@&é el
_Zc e et / "/{( Mo csed #
mw&é aréag 7’2(»)4{ 55 Je Mj,&wzf Lrcanal
f (»‘ zbt:\%e W %z MW&Z’( G/% L «7/

izz;f G T
A . T 0@” .
WW y M TN 4 /’W@o’*—r‘{

105 LCE AV
Wﬁgwmﬁﬁfﬁ
M Py e %,w EY MWM’;

L\Z( o 4 M«/r‘w{ ,,,,,/
e wee e 4Wv L Mﬁ W
,wv{/;f wc%% f%éo 4@@7% .

. j g W@WZ "‘V\..c) M}w&ﬂ(




Wk T Ao J‘ ARG al Al ’/ 7

PR S P Sy B S W |
Arifinr aLMM& bé,,,,?c 722 beack .

f‘o)&ofo&"/ o /MM7%M&7€

: : : a el %Li’—o{b}f

%ATL o&n/v : ;aw: Vo ‘04/97 xe-

/gm 2 venture —alrbas T s %/@é
of fa Aay Mﬁ/&wmmfd ot
2 75 ,W ' ‘ T 7hio saat
m are a—&Waf/j b does o ?%w«.aaﬂ
Ty Hat edond + %o Tile Ll
Wéﬁ%ﬂ/& w@z{, Zode | B BB miens
Ao oot " Plan, To olop Lo pblic ccae Lk
Ao conrst /,5' 32/«1? are  Aellr /aéuym( ot
: o Ul cralt o, O S
Agne % ol e M/{QM,{&. Fleco
7teo /m?/ e dame ol Clanm il rrvad
rabyg Grme A  fmme o . B can He
/%17”@ contool o alt of delal .
) fféy L Ao st Kave /&ja,(f '7'-?/(:&3 solor Fe

S Comacdes At A m@é@ e



P

P 4};7@ Mﬂ"\ﬂ/"\/ %@H
W /&Mé/ ﬂmwww

M '/?‘WM
Lok

Z(,w WMM Hhat  Seve Mhondid

W -
%&Wé A?@A/A%J/ am/f
%,,zz% f%M
iﬁw%'w%%
T bt o vark

callind ' «é%w o
%
W - WQW%WMW

%

wbdﬂx% """“’( “&

brdire A Aagay  rediincal 2y . [he allor-

oot

o ol ﬂm"% i



