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In fact, most of Darwin is held underfre
residential and commercia] leasehold, whi

since 1975 after the commencement of the Raciz
Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth).

Larrakia have attempted to allay public concern fron
the outset. Contrary to claims of the NT Government 3
they deny that they are opposed to developmngg_g,:_ anc @

negotiated elsewhere, .
This is not the first time Larrakia have met such gov-

their: tradih'q__nal lands. In 1978, the NT Govertiment simi-
- larly obstructed a Larrakia claim |
under the Aban’ginal Land Rights

Cox Peninsula area adjacent to
. Darwin. This claim, known as the
, Kenbi Claim, saw the redrawing
= of the boundaries of the City of
“.Darwin until this city of 80,000

people extended over ap area

three times larger than that of

Greater London, Stil] unresolved,

this is now the country’s longest
~ running land rights claim,

Another obstacle to both
claims revolves around questions
concerning the ‘authenticity’ of
Larrakia identities. Some of those -
who identify as Larrakia have
been accused of denying their
Aboriginality. Consideration of

(NT) Act 1976 (Cth) to land in the i
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which the Larrakia were forced to accommodate—such
as restrictions on civil liberties (including denial of the
right to vote)—would show that at least historically,
Aboriginality was an unattractive proposition. Past
government policies of removing the children of mixed
descent from their Aboriginal mothers, which have
affected most, if not all, Larrakia families, have also
dramatically disrupted Larrakia ties to land and caused
some Larrakia to be uncertain of their identities.

Nevertheless, whilst cosmopolitan Darwin has
impacted greatly on Larrakia lifestyles, the Larrakia
have retained traditional hunting and fishing connec-
tions and still gather bush tucker in the reserve areas
under claim. These facts will be used to prove ongoing
association with their land.

The exigencies of establishing identity in the long
drawn out Kenbi claim process have also exacerbated dif-
ferences in the Larrakia community, giving rise to divi-
sion among the Larrakia as to who are rightful claimants,
Under the native title legislation, it is possible for more
than one claimant group to claim the same area of land.
Competing claims from different Larrakia families have
been submitted over at least one such area.

Currently, the claim is within the two month period
of public notification in the National Native Title
Tribunal. Mediation among appropriate parties will then
begin and may continue for months or even years. In the
meantime, the breakdown in relations between the
Larrakia and the NT Government is putting a brake on
development in the claimed area. Darwin cynics suggest
that the government may be more amenable to negotia-
tion after the forthcoming election, in the leadup to
which they may well be tempted to play the racist card
for political gain once more. Meanwhile, the rest of the
country awaits with interest the outcome of the Larrakia
claim, set to become a test case for future urban claims.
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Palm Island wage
case settled

by Jackie Morris

n April, the Queensland government settled a

Federal Court action in which six Palm Island Elders

alleged that the government had unlawfully discrim-
inated against them by failing to pay them award wages
between 1975 and 1984. The government published an
apology expressing ‘its regret for the personal hurt suf-
fered by each of the complainants as a result of the dis-
crimination’. The Elders were also paid $7,000 each.

The Elders originally lodged complaints with the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
(HREOC) in 1985. Eleven years later, a HREOC inquiry
conducted by Commissioner Bill Carter found that the
government had ‘int_?htiona]ly, deliberately and know-
ingly discriminated Against’ the complainants.

The Minister fop"Families, Youth and Community Care,
Mr Kev Lingard/MLA, initially refused to abide by
Commissioner Cdrter’s recommendations that the govern-
ment apologise £o the complainants and compensate them.
The complainghts, with the assistance of the Foundation for
Aboriginal apd Islander Research Action (FAIRA), took
their case to fthe Federal Court. The Minister reconsidered
his positionfafter Justice Doug Drummond recommended
the parties pursue further mediation.

FAIRA has estimated that thousands of Aboriginal
people who were Queensland government employees
sufforgél similar discrimination even after the Racial
Discr;_'ﬁrinntj(m Act 1975 (Cth) made this discrimination
unlawful. The Queensland government has not admitted
that its actions were unlawful, and argues that similar
claims will be prevented by statute of limitations laws,
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