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Singing and shouting

marched on
protest against deportation of
ihe  four ex-pearling  em-
ployees.

It was Darwin’s first anti-
Government demonstration of
this type for more than 30
years,

Alter a mass meeting at
the Darwin Oval NAWU
president Bert Graham led
the crowd of men, women
and children—marching eight

abreast — round the IHotel
Darwin, through Mitchell and
Knuck: Streets and into
Smith Street.

They blocked. traffic in the

main street as they swung
along chanting “Down with
the Deportation” and “Down

with Menzies”.

Many bystanders—including
a womun with a pram—joined
he  ranks.

Graham led them past the
Police (Sation, which seemed

slo- | deserted,
gaus, several hundred people |
Governmment | Police

House on Tuesday night to | Graham,

then on to Govern-
louse, where Assisl
Commissioner
Inspector Syd Bowie
Sergeant Ron Hughes and
half a dozen uniformed men
met them at the cntrance,

Deputation

A few of the demonstrators
began shouting “Down with
the Police” but their leaders
quictened them while Mr.
Bert Graham teld the Deputy
Police Commissioner a depu-
tation wished to see the Ad-

ment

.ministrator.

He was (old Mr. Nott
would receive a deputation
of six, ,

Within minotes the crowd
named Bert Graham. Des and
Norma Robson, AEU presi-
dent Pat Wood, Seamen’s
Union representative  Andy
MecMullin, and Member for
Port Darwin (Mr. R. C.
Ward) to act as mediator,

They asked that the press
be admitted and a few min-
utes later the Administrator
sent out word that all press
and radio reporigrs present
could attend.

Mr. Nott received the
deputation on a verandah and
the group sat in a circle,

.

Goad hearing

The Administrator listened
attentively while each mem-
ber put his point of view.

Mr.  Graham  said the
march Lad been spontaneous
after a mceting on the oval

and was considered as a final
effort in a bid to prevent
deportation of the Malays.
He said the people of Dar-
win realised the Administrator
could not act on the matter
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marc

of deportation.

But they wese asking him
to convey their views to ihe
Minister for Inmigration and
the Government.

Mr. Graham said he had
beey NAWU president for
four years and during that
time there had been no -in-
dustrial trouble of any mnote.

“There has been peace in
industry”, Mr. Graham said.

But he could not guarantee
what would-happen if the
action against the Malayans
was pul into effect.

“Any extreme”

“I believe my members
would go lo any exlreme: on
this issue” Mr. Graham said.

His members felt the men
concernfif were entitzd o
remain in Australia. They had
been good citizens and were
in employmernt.

The fact that the Immigra-
tion Minister (Mr. Downer)
had withdrawn a decportation
order against an Italian who
had committed “the  worst
possible erime  in Australian
eyes” made ihe mafter worse.

Mr. McMullin told M.
Nott his men had so far been
penailsed by £7 each.

Mr. McMullin  told M.
Nott of the £7 penalty al-
ready imposed on seamen of |
the Koolama for failing o
take the ship out of Darwin
on time while they supported
Darwin people in the fight
for the Malays.

“1 have no doubts that we
will lose a lot more than
this if the deportation goes
on”, Mr. McMullin added.
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