i

' #ribes throughout Australia,

He said it was not appropriate to
negotiate with Aboriginals as though
they were foreign powers when they

i had been British subjects for almost

200 years,

Treaties had never been negotiated
avith Aboriginals, partly because of the
difficulty of identifying the people and
groups with which to negotiate.

The call for the land commission
‘was made in March by Abhoriginal rights
workers, Mr Rill Day, i

“DISAPPOINTING”

-He said Mr McMahon’s reply was dis-
-appointing but not surprising,

‘Mr Day said: “I would have thought

i it-.wou}c_i have been 3 way to solve the
: land rights question for all time,

“Now, it is back to the hattling

“The Prime Minister, Mr McM
| ‘for a commission to negotiate lan

ment has decided
Cominittee report.”

He said that while Mr MeMahon
thought of the Aboriginals as British
subjects for 200 .years, they had been
Australian citizens only since 1963,

He suggested the Aboriginals might !
feel as if they are dealing with a for-
elgn power which had moved in and
taken their land without the formalities .
of international law. .

Mr Day sald he would send the Prime '
Minister's reply to the Aboriginal “Em-
bassy” in Canberra, hecause they were
interested. in the case.

Aberiginals camping at Kulaluk, behind the Nightcliff
drive-in, have called on the Government to sign treaties

with all iribes.

The request is contain-
ed in a petition zent to
the Prime Minister, Mr
MMedlahon. i

The petition is signed
by five leaders of the Lar-
rzkia tribe.

11 says the Government
should appoint a comimis-
sior te visit every f(ribe
and work out a treaty t
suit each group. :

The petition reads:

“When the first settlers

came to the Northem

Tarrifory, the tribes

fought them with wooden

and stone weapons,

“Hundreds of cur people
were shot.

“The Gwalwa Daraniki
is & group of proud blacks
who will keep fighting for
the land (zs our grand-
parents did) unti}:

@ The Government ap-
points a Cominission to
go avound {o every tribe
and work out a treaty

grounds far the tribes and more con-
frontation,
“They will have to get a litile bit
here and a bit there, like the Govern-
to do with the Gibb -

ahon, has rejected a call
d treaties with Aboriginal

"

W Ne.wrs

fe suit each iribe.

@ Each iribe will have
legal assistance, and
help from anyone else
they wish.

@ AlY members of the
tribe  shall come to-
gether fo vote and de-
cide if the Ffinished
treaty is fair.

RIGHTS

o If the treaty is rejee-
ted, then that tribe will
gc on fighting for their
land rights.

@ If the irealy is accep-
ted, then all the irihe
will sign it and make
it good for all time.

& The treaties will also
be signed by the Prime

Minister, his Cabinet,
and the Governor-Gen-
eral.

“We invite a1l people of
Aboriginal descent to join
the tribe of their ances-
tors.

“These are the demands
of the Gwsalwa Daraniki,
and we shall not stop un-
til the treaties ave signed.”

The petition is signed
by Mr Bobby Secretary.
Mr ILeo Jackaboy, Mr
Harry Adam, Mr K., W.
Chylung, and Mr J, Ma-
ler,

§
g
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Aboriginal rights groups are organising a petition to be presented to
Princess Margaret when she visits Darwin next month.

Oct. (972 NNews

‘The 1000-signature ‘Ahoriginal land rights peti-
#lon was ‘sent to'the Queen yesterday -with a
Jetter apolagising for the condition: of the docu-

- meent.

“About 70 Aboriginals
-camped outside Govern-
oment House overnigiit
vwhile ' Princess - Margaret
owds in Darwin, hoping
-~ shé would accept the pet-.
vdtion to pass on to the
L @ueen.

‘Put she left without the
apetition, which calls *for
.o commission fo organise
~aboriginal land rights.

“The letter sent with the
vpetition was signéd < by
ifive * Aboriginals — Mr

tBobly Secretary, Mr Tred

i Fogdrty, Mr David ‘Dan-
<jels, " Mr - Peter Mundine
pod- M Harry Adam,
“They said there had
‘béen no reply to a note
‘they.gave to an aide with
‘thHeé Royal couple, and
“+heir last hope was to try

MR SECRETARY

to -breaki through the pol-
ice -batrier to see Prin-
cess Margdret.

The ~lettey said:” “This
attempt -failed.- - At . the
same --time the : petition
became torm with a large
section missing,

“This happened “in ihe
scuifle: with -police.

“We are'sorry to send
the petition in this con-

- dition, ;

*“We hoped and planned
to present it personally to

‘Princess Margaret.”

They also plan to camp
outside Government
House onr the night of
Princess Margaret's stay.

The annuzl meeting of
the Aboriginal Develop-
ment  Foundation on
Thursday night endorsed
a propozal for the peti-
tion put forward hy
another rights group, the
Gwalwa Daraniki.

Members of the Larra-
lciz tribe will attempt to
present the finished pe-
titien fe Princess Mar-
garet at Gevernment
House,

Petition forms, now be-
ing circulated in Darwin,
appeal to the Queen to
relp  Aborigingls  gain
land rights,

“The Brifish settlers
took our land,” says the
petition, ;

“No treaties Were
signed with the tribes.

REFUGEES

“Today we ate refu-
gees.

“Refugees in the
country of our ancestors,
“We live in refugee
camps without ~land,
without employment,
without justice.

“The British Crown
signed freaties with the

Maoris in New Zealand
and the Indians in North
America.

“We appeal to the
@ueen to help us, the Ab-
original people of Aus-
tralia.

“We need land rights
and political representa-
tion now.”

A letter accompanying
the forms, signed by Mr
Johnny Fejo, says the
purpese of the petition is
to ensure Princess Mar-
garel learns ihe “teuth
aboui  the  Aboriginal
people in the Northern
Territoxy.”

CAMPING

It invites people fo
send the signed forms to
PO Box 4731 Darwin by
October 8, and concludes:
“As well as presenting
the finished petition, the
tribes and many white
friends wili be camping
overnight outside Govern~
ment House.

“Join us if you can for
2 peaceful night of sing-
ing and comradeship.”

Princess Margaret is
due in Darwin for a one
night stop on October 15.

Her brief itinerzry in-
cludes a visit {o Kormilda
College and a broadceast
over the oufpost radio.
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‘will, be made to hapd ih|s peht:on signed- by 1000 sup-
bohgmaf"land r:gh}s, to Prmcess Margare? ‘soon -after she

PR YN

|arrivesih Darwin. ﬂ'us i ﬂerpoon

wtd ':a -3

e #L

G e e

’Cz'ovem enf, House »yesﬁerday for a

,_ %‘b (]

~Seve'xal\hund'rea Ahougmals plan
1) utszde Government House all

.83 . .
ct;ﬂdi &n_ne from Bagot .
ville Settlement : and -

>k
’.-.r

would s "take up esxdence”
outsuie Gavernmenb House at _about -

'mmh Kulalukf a.nd Jap- -

P

- o Por

. 530 pm. after,a we‘_come ak the a1r—

port.
it is likely the - Ahorigina.ls will
gseck oppertunity te present the peti-
tion ac Princess  Margaret arrives.
Aberiginal leader, Mr Fhillip Rob-
erts has been invited to the reception
at Government House tomorrow morm-
ing, ) .
It is understood lhie has declined

. the invitation and will not aittend.

Apart from the reception, tomor-

Crow's program for the Royal couple in-

cludes an early morning broadcast, a

Visit:to Kormilda College, and drives

through city and subwban streets.

The Governor-General, " Sir- Paul
HzasIuek, will arrive this afiernocon in
time {o officially farewell Princess
Margaret and Lovd Sncwden Defore
they leave for England at the end of
their Australian visit,

- . )
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